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Senator Susan Collins visits
campus to give lecture on
political partisanship

US Senator Susan Collins spoke to a full crowd at the Collins Center for the Arts regarding the dangers of partisanship.

Chase Brunton		
Staff Writer
In a public lecture given at
the Collins Center for the Arts
Tuesday, U.S. Senator Susan
Collins discussed political inaction caused by “hyperpartisanship” – an unwillingness

for either political party to
compromise with one another, leading to legislative decisions going nowhere.
“People in our state and
throughout the nation have
made clear that they are fed
up with the instability and
gridlock that have prevented

congressional action on far
too many of the serious problems facing our nation,” said
the Senator to an auditorium
of students and faculty.
Collins, who is known for
her ability to bring politicians
from different parties together on major issues, chastised

what she called a “poisonous”
environment in the American
political system, where political points are often favored
over progress on important
issues.
“For too many [politicians]
today, achieving solutions is
not the primary goal,” she
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said.
The lecture was hosted by
the Margaret Chase Smith
Policy Center of Maine as part
of the center’s Lectureship on
Public Affairs, which invites a
figure of national status to deliver a lecture relating to civic
and public life.

Part of the problem with
politics, she says, is that ideology and partisanship often
cloud politicians’ judgment on
big issues. Such “hyperpartisanship,” as she labels it, can
lead to bitter disputes and inSee Collins on A2

Faculty Senate
Eliot Cutler appointed
postpones discussion on
CEO of new
resolution supporting
UMS professional
full divestment
graduate center
couraged by consulting firm,
The Parthenon Group, to hire
a CEO who would be able
to begin crafting a blueprint
for how the PGCI would
specifically operate after the
firm’s market-study report
concluded that such a center
was marketable and feasible
within the System.
“My initial responsibility,
together with the faculties
of the three schools and the
deans, is to devise a blueprint
for this center, to say ‘this is
what it’s going to be,’” Cut-

programs at UMaine, USM
and Maine Law because the
center is not intended to be a
On Wednesday, the Unistandalone school or to grant
versity of Maine System
degrees.
announced that former guRather, the mission of the
bernatorial candidate Eliot
Portland-based center will
Cutler accepted an appointbe to enhance the legal and
ment to serve as the chief
business educational frameexecutive officer of the Syswork within the state’s public
tem’s newly conceptualized
university system by offering
Professional Graduate Cenopportunities for students to
ter Initiative (PGCI).
engage in hands-on experiThe PGCI will serve as
ence through unique course
a combined graduate center
offerings and partnerships
within the system between
with local businesses.
the Master
“ T h i s
of Business
could be a
Administravery exciting
“I want to produces graduates from our
tion (MBA)
opportunity,
MBA and JD programs who will help us
programs
not only for
attract to Maine the kinds of businesses we
at both the
the univercomplain we don’t have.”
University
sity system
of
Maine
but for the
Eliot Cutler
and
UniMaine econC.E.O. of the Professional Graduate Center
versity
of
omy,” Cutler
Initiative
Southern
said. “This is
Maine Gradan effort to
uate Busibreak down
ness Schools, as well as the ler said.
those [educational] silos
Juris Doctor (JD) program at
It will be the task of the because those silos have althe Maine Law School.
CEO to complete the plan- ready been broken down in
“For the students of these ning of the program by the real world,”
programs, for these Univer- building partnerships with
Through the cross-discisities, for the state of Maine, outside businesses and pub- plinary center, JD students
the possibilities, I think, are lic organizations, as well as will have access to practical
extraordinary, and I am very to test the core concepts of business experience, in and
excited to be leading and in- the program through pilot outside of the classroom, in
tend to be doing it for more course offerings that will be areas such as business planthan 17 months,” Eliot Cut- available to graduate stu- ning and client relations.
Likewise, MBA students will
ler, CEO of the center, said.
dents in Fall 2015.
The PGCI is still in the
The PGCI, according to receive lessons in law expeconceptual
development system officials, will not
stage, but the system was en- change the existing graduate
See Cutler on A2
Lauren Abbate
News Editor
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The Faculty Senate’s consideration of the resolution to endorse full divestment
comes in the wake of a year’s worth of student protest by Divest UMaine.

Samuel Shepherd
Contributor
On Wednesday, April 1,
the Faculty Senate voted
to postpone discussions on
whether or not to support
a resolution calling on the
University of Maine Board
of Trustees to divest their
holdings in the top 200 fossil fuel company based on
their reserves. Discussions
on this matter will pick up
later this month.
Members of Divest
UMaine, a student group
that supports full divestment of fossil fuels at the
University, were at the
meeting to give speeches in
Friday
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support of the resolution.
The written resolution
sets a goal for a five-year
timetable of full divestment
from fossil fuels. It gives a
number of reasons why the
University should divest,
with many being related to
the climate issues raised by
fossil fuels.
Another main point of
the resolution is a jab at the
University’s proclamation
that it is “a shining star in
the world of environmental and sustainability research.”
“The scope and speed of
climate change demand that
we demonstrate intellectual
and moral leadership by
Saturday
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taking the further step of
divestment and stop providing financial support to
corporations whose shortterm profitability relies on
exploitation of low-income
and minority communities, destroys natural ecosystems, and is simply incompatible with long-term
socio-economic-ecological
sustainability” the resolution reads.
Forty University of
Maine faculty members
have signed an open letter
to the faculty senate, urging
them to support this resolution, according to a press
See Senate on A2
Sunday
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National exhibit brings studentsuicide awareness to UMaine

Cutler

from A1
rience that will better help
them comprehend and work
with legal rules and regulations within the business sector, Cutler said.
According to Forbes
magazine, as of 2014, Maine
ranks 49th in the country for
states in which to do business, only surpassed as the
“worst” by Mississippi. This
connotation of a poor business climate has discouraged
system officials over the last
five years, who have seen a
wave of students graduating
from the state’s public universities and then leave to
find careers elsewhere. Cutler believes that the key to
reversing this trend lies in
the quality of the education
students are receiving.
“The way that we are going to produce more of the

Senate

from A1

Over 1,000 backpacks were on display in the Union to bring awareness to student suicide.

James Winters, Contributor

emotion as she peered down
the stairs to find a sea of colorful backpacks covering
the floor and hanging from
the walls and railings. She
read the words “Keep asking and keep searching until
something helps. Something
will,” on one of the many
posters scattered among the
piles of backpacks — the
same backpacks that used to
rest on the shoulders of college students that lost their
lives to suicide.
Students, faculty and staff
slowly weaved through the
rows of backpacks, reading
personal stories and testimonies written by friends and
family members impacted
by suicide. Each one of the
1,100 backpacks represent
the number of college students that have lost their life
to suicide each year.

The organization continuously collects backpacks and
personal stories in memory
of individuals lost or impacted by suicide in order to
facilitate a healthy dialogue
about the suicide, which is
the second leading cause of
death in college students.
Since its first display in
2008 on the National Mall
in Washington, DC, Send
Silence Packing has traveled
to more than 70 cities across
the country.
“Talking about mental
health is really close to me,”
Mimi Tohill, member of Active Minds’ national chapter,
said. “I’ve had my own experiences as well as family
and friends that have not
only suffered from mental
health illnesses, but suffered

Amanda Clark
Contributor
When first-year biology
student Caroline Spangenburg walked through the
University of Maine’s Memorial Union on Thursday,
April 2, the atmosphere of
the usually booming dining
area was different — it was
silent.
“I walk through the
Union every day to get to
class, but on Thursday it felt
different. I could feel the
difference before I even saw
the display. I took my headphones out of my ears and I
was surrounded by silence,”
Spangenburg said.
Once she reached the center of the Union, the source
of the silence revealed itself
and brought tears to her eyes.
The air was charged with

The exhibit, called Send
Silence Packing, is a nationally recognized traveling
exhibition designed to raise
awareness about the incidence and impact of suicide,
connect students to needed
mental health resources and
inspire action for suicide
prevention.
“It’s easy to ignore numbers, but when you see these
backpacks and realize that
each one represents a student, it means a lot more,”
Lindsay Shack, fourth-year
psychology student and
co-president of the UMaine
Chapter of Active Minds,
says.
The exhibit was created
by Active Minds Inc., the
leading national nonprofit
organization working to engage students in the conversation about mental health.

UMaine President Susan Hunter introduced Collins at Tuesday’s lecture.

Collins
from A1

creased divide lines between
people on opposite sides of an
issue.
Topics addressed by the
Senator included political and
civil alienation, political bickering and internet bullying.
She stressed the need for civilized discussion in politics,
the importance of respecting
one another despite opposing
beliefs, avoiding personal attacks and smearing.
“Successful
legislative
partnerships depend on trust,”
she said.
Before Collins’ lecture,
Lara Lindenfeld, Director of
the Margaret Chase Smith
Policy Center, Peter Mills,
chair of the M.C.S. Foundation and UMaine President
Susan Hunter all took to the
stage to honor the memory of
former Maine Senator Margaret Chase Smith, and to offer
kind words to Collins.

“No one works harder
or more constantly to make
Maine and the nation a better
place,” Hunter said. “[Collins]
is well known as a Senator
who is willing to work with
members of both parties to
reach a consensus, and she has

Courtesy of The University of Maine

at the University.
“I was definitely excited
that the senator was coming
to the University. I’ve had the
chance to hear her speak several times. It was great to have
her here at UMaine talking
about such an important sub-

“No one works harder or more constantly
to make Maine and the nation a better
place.”
Susan Hunter
President of the University of Maine

a reputation for bridging that
divide and bringing people together.”
Among the students present at the lecture were Lee
Jackson, third-year Political
Science student, and Abby
Bennett, a first-year Economics student. Both expressed
excitement at having Collins

See Backpacks on A4

ject,” Jackson said after the
lecture.
Bennett said she shared
Collins’ view of political cooperation in the name of progress, but she also expressed
the need for diversity of opinion.
“There can be some extremists, it’s good to have a

wide variety of opinions, but
there needs to be some kind of
mechanism that makes things
work together,” she said.
“I love Susan Collins, I
think she has some great underlying beliefs, but also a
classiness and courtesy, which
is what really wins in politics
and what should prevail,”
Bennett said. Bennett was just
elected Chair of UMaine College Republicans, a political
advocacy group on campus.
In her lecture Collins was
adamant that compromise and
civility do not have to mean
agreement.
“Civility does not require
us to stifle our disagreements.
We still can and should vigorously debate issues and even
tell unpleasant truths... otherwise we would be left with
nothing more than polite but
meaningless discourse, devoid of passion and principle.
The point is there is a right
way and a wrong way to have
these vigorous policy debates
and disagreements.”

release.
Stephen Coghlan, associate professor of freshwater fisheries ecology and
member of faculty senate,
says he supports the resolution drafted, he would have
liked to stress the financial
danger of investing in fossil fuel companies practicing risky hydrofracking and
mining tar sands.
“I think investing in
those companies is risky,
bordering on foolish,”
Coghlan said prior to the
meeting. “The resolution is
strong enough on its own
without focusing on that
particular issue.”
This vote, had it passed,
does not promise any action
from the officials in charge
of divestment, but rather strengthens the support
behind the Divest UMaine movement, giving it a
chance to get to the Board
of Trustees with more power.
“It’s a matter of when, not
if, we’re going to divest,”
Connor Scott, co-President
of Divest UMaine, said in a
press release. “The sooner
we jump on the bandwagon, the sooner we’ll see the
economic and social benefits.”
According to Catherine
Fletcher, one of the presenters of the resolution
and a member of Divest
UMaine, some members of
the Senate “misconstrued”
their resolution and were
“unprofessional” to the presenters. Fletcher referenced
a comment by Andrew
Reeve, a professor of earth
sciences.
“He asked us if we wanted a tuition spike at a time
where we were not allow to
speak without being reprimanded,” Fletcher said. “I
stood and started to answer,

kinds of jobs we want to
have in Maine for the students who are graduating
from these programs, is to
graduate students who can
fill the needs of businesses
that are now either not coming to Maine or are here and
leaving,” Cutler said. “I want
to produce graduates from
our MBA and JD programs
who will help us to attract to
Maine the kinds of business
that we complain we don’t
have.”
The report from the Parthenon Group projects that
the PGCI could assist in doubling the enrollment within
the three programs as the
center matures begins to take
shape.
The Harold Alfond Foundation provided $500,000 for
the Parthenon Group to conduct its market-study, along
with an additional $1.25 million to begin the early stages
of development.
but I was quickly shut down
by the senate.”
Reeve regrets that his
action appeared unprofessional, and admitted that
he should have phrased
his question differently.
He also mentioned that his
comments were taken out
of context.
“It was suggested that
UMaine add renewables to
the mix of energy UMaine
uses,”
Reeve said. “My comment stemmed from this
suggestion, which I thought
would be an unfunded mandate.”
Reeve mentioned that he
“generally” favors divesting, but could be swayed by
arguments in either way. He
noted that he thought Divest UMaine’s arguments
were weak, noting their
lack of information on the
economic impact of climate
change.
“There are many good
reasons to support divesting,” Reeve said. “But I
didn’t hear them in the
speeches made by Divest
UMaine.”
Fletcher said that her
group does not think they
can get rid of fossil fuels
overnight. The divestment
is more of a message to big
companies, she said.
“We want to divest as a
statement to the fossil fuel
industry,” Fletcher said.
“[Our statement] says ‘we
do not support your practices of carelessness and
neglect which lead to spills
and explosions.’”
Aside from environmental effects, Fletcher said that
the group does not support
how companies use their
money to lobby legislature
in order to inhibit growth of
renewable energy.
Deliberation will continue at a closed-door meeting
on April 15, and a vote will
be held at an open-door
meeting on April 29.
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UMaine student develops modernized
procedure to determine lobster livelihood

Undergraduate Matthew Hodgkin developed a new method of calculating lobster livlihood through claw strength.

Kyle Hadyniak
Staff Writer
A University of Maine
undergraduate student has
developed a noninvasive
procedure to determine the
livelihood of lobsters. This
test will help determine how
healthy and shippable a lobster is.
The procedure was developed by Matthew Hodgkin,
a fourth-year animal and
veterinary sciences student
from Colebrook, Conn., with
help from UMaine’s Lobster
Institute Executive Director
Bob Bayer, mechanical engineering professor Michael
Peterson, and Thomas McKay, a fourth-year mechanical
engineering technology student.
“I would say this is one
of the bigger projects I have

worked on with the Institute
and has had the most success,” Hodgkin said. “Working with lobsters is fascinating because there is some
research about them, but not
as in depth as one may think.
There are so many opportunities to be had studying and
learning more about them
that there are really no limits to the research experience
that can be gained.”
The current procedure,
developed in the 1980s by
Bayer and graduate student
Dale Leavitt, involves drawing lobster blood, known as
hemolymph, and measuring
the protein content using a
refractometer. This protein
correlates to the lobster’s
muscle mass, which determines how healthy, and
therefore shippable, the animal is. Hodgkin’s test in-

volves having the lobster
squeeze down on a rectangular device that measures the
pressure exerted by the claw.
More muscle mass produces
a higher measurement, and
higher results mean a healthier lobster.
Hodgkin compared his
test with the current one,
and the two results matched
closely, confirming the validity of the new procedure.
“It is a good way to judge
vitality of lobsters for shipment because it measures
muscle mass without being
invasive,” Hodgkin said.
“Maine can benefit from
this by utilizing it in their
shipping of lobster. Using
this method not only is less
invasive to the lobster but it
also can determine whether
a lobster would be better to
ship or not, thus minimizing

the loss.”
Hodgkin co-owns Lobster
Unlimited, formerly LobsteRx, a Bangor-based company founded in November
2014 dedicated to developing products from lobster industry-related waste, such as
lobster shells. Bayer, Lobster
Institute Associate Director
Cathy Billings, and business
partner Stewart Hardison are
co-owners.
“We saw an area where
we could create a business
and so we did,” Hodgkin
said. “We look to limit the
amount of waste created by
the lobster processing industry by taking the waste now
and using it to create useful
products in collaboration
with companies across the
United States.”
According to Maine’s Department of Marine Resourc-

We’re Hiring!

Josh Quinit, Staff Photographer

es, Maine lobster fisherman
landed more than 120 million
pounds of lobster in 2014,
worth about $457 million.
At $3.69 per pound, this is
a 79-cent improvement from
2013. The DMR attributes
this growth to favorable environmental conditions and
reduced predation on small
lobsters.
“Lobsters are one of the
iconic images for Maine,”
Hodgkin said. “They represent the coastal locations
and represent Maine all
over the United States and
the world. Their health and
well-being are important to
maintain the life of the industry and to continue to uphold that image.”
The project’s funding
came from the Center for
Undergraduate Research and
the Lobster Institute. Hod-

gkin has been a member of
the Lobster Institute since his
freshman year, when he first
met Bayer and became a lab
assistant at the Institute.
The Lobster Institute,
located in Rogers Hall, has
been working with the lobster industry since 1987 to
help sustain the industry
through conservation, outreach and education. The
Lobster Institute publishes a
quarterly bulletin, the “Lobster Bulletin,” and scholarly
articles are available on their
website.
After graduation in May,
Hodgkin plans on building
Lobster Unlimited and gaining more experience within
the food industry. He then
hopes to apply to UMaine’s
graduate school for Food
Science and Human Nutrition.
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The 1,100 backpacks represented the, on average, 1,100
students who committ suicide annually.

Backpacks
from A2

from the fact that no one
talks about it. I want there
to be more of a conversation
about mental health.”
The UMaine chapter of
Active Minds is one of 400
campus chapters that is
spreading awareness about
suicide prevention in order to break the silence that
is associated with mental
health.
Volunteers from Active
Minds’ national chapter as
well as UMaine students and
members UMaine’s Counseling Center provided educational material and support throughout the day to
individuals impacted by the
display.
“I think it is really important to bring this exhibit
to campuses because we hear
these statistics in psychology
classes and on the news, but
this is a visual representation
of this statistic,” Stack said.
“There are a lot of issues that
college students face that
lead them to thinking that
suicide is the only way out.
We want to change that.”
Stack has had the opportunity to study issues related to mental health in her
psychology classes, but has

also worked on numerous
crisis chats, which involves
talking with individuals
that are thinking about suicide. “It means a lot to me
to present this display to students so they know what is
going on,” Stack said.
The UMaine chapter of
Active Minds applied to
bring the exhibit to campus
over a year ago and was accepted over the summer. The
planning of the event was
kicked into motion at the
beginning of this academic
year.
The event was co-sponsored by Student Government and Residence Life,
which split the $5,000 fee
to bring the exhibit to campus. UMaine Active Minds
members fundraised as well,
hosting bake sales and a bottle drive to help cover costs
outside of the fee, such as
posters and flyers.
Psychologist Kelly Shaw
is the faculty advisor to
UMaine’s Active Minds
group and is involved in outreach and education efforts
made by the UMaine counseling center.
The counseling center
recognizes the reality that
most students will not come
to the counseling center for
therapy, but that there are a
lot of other things that can be

James Winters, Contributor

done to support students and
equip them with the skills to
better their lives, Shaw said.
The exhibit, Sending Silence
Packing, is one of them.
Shaw recognizes that the
exhibit can be disturbing and
emotional for some, but she
hopes that it’s a powerful experience that shows students
that it is being taken seriously. “We see your pain and realize this is a complicated issue that so many factors play
into,” Shaw said. “We want
to do as much as we can to
help, and one way we do
that is by fostering a sense of
community.”
The exhibit aims to increase awareness of mental
health and the scope of suicide in order to combat the
stigma surrounding mental
illness. But an even greater
purpose of the event was apparent: to let students know
that they are not alone.
“If someone is struggling
with thoughts of suicide or
they know someone that
they lost to suicide, this exhibit lets them know they
are not alone,” Stack said.
“There are a lot of people
that have had experiences
like this. A lot of people that
have lost friends and family
to this. But there are also a
lot of people that you can
reach out to.”

The World
This Week
Gunman in Kenyan
massacre was government official’s son
By Tom Odula and
Christopher Torchia
GARISSA, Kenya (AP)
- One of the gunmen who
slaughtered 148 people
at a college in Kenya was
identified Sunday as the
law-school-educated son
of a Kenyan government
official, underscoring the
inroads Islamic extremists have made in recruiting young people to carry
out attacks against their
own country. Abdirahim
Mohammed
Abdullahi,
who was killed by security forces Thursday along
with the three other militants who stormed Garissa
University College, was
the son of a government
chief in Mandera County,
which borders Somalia, Interior Ministry spokesman
Mwenda Njoka told The
Associated Press.
Iran could resume
nuclear activities if west
withdraws
By Nasser Karimi
TEHRAN, Iran (AP)
- Iran’s foreign minister
said Saturday that Tehran
would be able to return
to its nuclear activities if

the West withdraws from
a pact that is to be finalized in June. Mohammad
Javad Zarif, Iran’s foreign
minister and chief nuclear
negotiator, said on a talk
show on state-run TV that
Iran has the power to take
“corresponding
action”
and “will be able to return”
its nuclear program to the
same level if the other side
fails to honor the agreement.
After Tikrit victory,
Iraq’s new challenge: win
over Sunnis
By Vivian Salama and
Sameer N. Yacoub
BAGHDAD (AP) - Iraq
won the battle to retake the
city of Tikrit from the Islamic State group, backed
by a coalition of the unlikely in Iranian advisers, Shiite militias, and U.S.-led
airstrikes, but the country
now faces what could be
its most important battle:
Winning the support of the
Sunnis. Sunni tribes played
a key role during the U.S.
occupation fighting back
al-Qaida in Iraq, the Islamic State group’s predecessor, and their distrust
of Baghdad’s Shiite-led
government eased the extremists’ takeover last
summer. But as Tikrit now
sits in ruins, still patrolled
by fractious Shiite militias,
the powerful Sunni tribes
remain as distrustful as
ever as further offensives
in their heartland loom.
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Weekly Updates
Police
Beat
The best from UMaine’s finest

Lauren Abbate
News Editor
March 27
10:03 p.m. - Tipsy trio
The
University
of
Maine Police Department
(UMPD) received a com-

plaint of possible underage drinking at
the Baumann Nelson
House. When officers
arrived they found three female students who remained
cooperative with officers
and admitted to consuming
alcohol. All three were re-

Residence Assistant (RA)
complaint regarding an intoxicated male student in
Somerset Hall. The firstyear student, Wayne Gayle,
19, was found in the lobby
of the residence hall exhibiting signs of heavy intoxication. Gayle was uncooperative with officers and
was summonsed for illegal
possession of alcohol by a
minor.

UMPD

March 29

ferred to Judicial Affairs.

12:37 a.m. - Minor mi10:57 p.m. - No Wayne
nor
incident
no gain
UMPD

received

a

Briefs

plete 30 credits to receive an
MBA from Husson instead
of the usual 36 credits.

Quick news from around the
University of Maine System

Lauren Abbate
News Editor
UMFK and Husson
University reach agreement to smooth credit
transfer
The University of Maine
at Fort Kent (UMFK) and
Bangor’s Husson University have entered into an
agreement that will create
a smooth process for the
transfer of credits from
UMFK students into Husson’s Master of Business
Administration
(MBA)
graduate program.
This agreement, which
will go into effect for the

2015-2016 academic
year, will cover the
transfer of credits from
six UMFK bachelor’s degree
programs into the the state’s
largest MBA program at
Husson.
The six UMFK programs include: Business
Management, Accounting
Concentration;
Business
Management,
E-Business
Concentration;
Business
Management, Financial Services Concentration; Business Management, Finance
Concentration;
Business
Management,
Healthcare
Administration Concentra-

UMPD officers on routine patrol of the Alfond Ice

Student march against
fossil fuels set for April 11
in Augusta

tion; and Business Management, Human Resources
Concentration.
The agreement will also
allow for senior-level UMFK
students to enroll in up to
two MBA courses at Husson’s College of Business,
which is the state’s largest
business school. To qualify,
undergraduate students must
complete a paper or project
related to the content of the
desired MBA class they wish
to take. As a result, these students will only need to com-

On Saturday, April 11,
Maine college and high
school students are planning
to gather in Augusta to protest the use of fossil fuel infrastructure within the state
of Maine. The march, called
“Generation Climate Rising,” is being organized by
Maine Students for Climate
Justice and is going to be
held around both the State
House and the Blaine House
— Governor Paul LePage’s
residence.
The march will begin
at the Capitol Building at
11:00 a.m. and is scheduled
to end at 2:00 p.m. Accord-

Arena stumbled upon a male
student openly drinking beer
in the parking lot of the arena. The student remained
cooperative with officers
and was referred to Judicial
Affairs for illegal consumptions of alcohol by a minor.

er, Konnor Longfellow, 18,
turned over a small amount
marijuana and was summonsed for both expired
vehicle registration and possession of a usable amount
of marijuana.
11:00 p.m. - Not so fresh

April 1

UMPD received an RA
complaint of underage
drinking on the second floor
of Cumberland Hall. When
officers arrived they found
first-year student, William
Linell, 18, to be intoxicated
and uncooperative. Linell
was summonsed for illegal
possession of alcohol by a
minor through consumption.

9:58 p.m. - Paltry pot
UMPD officers on traffic
patrol of Long Road pulled
over a vehicle for expired
registration stickers. As the
officers approached the vehicle they detected a strong
odor of marijuana emitting
from the vehicle. The driving to the group’s Facebook
page, there are 328 people
attending Saturday’s march
as of April 5. There will be
busses to transport students
to the march leaving from
Bangor, Portland and Ellsworth. Links to reserve a bus
seat or to donate money for
buses and permits can also
be found on the Generation
Climate Rising Facebook
page.
President of APLU to
address UMaine’s 213th
Commencement ceremony
on May 9
The University of Maine
has announced that M. Peter
McPherson, president of the
Association of Public Landgrant Universities (APLU),
will receive an honorary
doctorate and give the commencement address to the
Class of 2015 at the Univer-

sity’s 213th graduation ceremony.
In 1865, UMaine became
the state’s land grant university and McPherson was
selected to give this year’s
commencement address as
part of UMaine’s 150th anniversary of this milestone.
McPherson will be giving
the keynote address during
the 10 a.m. and the 2:30
p.m. ceremonies, receiving
his honorary degree in the
morning.
McPherson has served as
the president of the Washington D.C.-based APLU
since 2006. The APLU, established in 1887, is the oldest higher education associated in North America and is
comprised of public research
universities, land-grant institutions and universities
across the continent.

This week in Student Government

Weekly recap of decisions made by the UMaine Student Government General Student Senate
Shane Verville
Contributor
First semester student
policy resolution
The General Student
Senate’s approval of a resolution to amend standing
rules on student participation in Student Government
was a key issue of discussion during Tuesday’s
meeting. The amendment
passed will restrict first semester students (or students
without a college GPA)
from holding a seat of office within the Student Senate. The issue of limiting
participation from specific members of the student
body was discussed and
debated, as Senator Caroline Harvey expressed her
concerns on the outcome of
this issue.
“It is imperative that we
create some sort of program
to get freshmen involved,”
Harvey said in response
to the resolution. Harvey,
along with other Senators
also voiced their concerns
over the impact of student

participation in the face of
limiting membership.
Proponents of this issue insisted that this was
a method to help freshman
students get involved without getting in over their
heads due to inexperience.
Vice President of Student
Government, Harold Stewart III claimed after the
meeting that this was a
measure to ensure a standard of responsibility in the
Senate.
”It’s purely because they
haven’t had access to certain things, that they’re not
ready to be in that sort of
power. You wouldn’t want
someone who has been here
a week to be making decisions on those sort of questions,” Stewart said.

heard by the State Legislature, in favor of passing
the bill. If passed, the bill
would protect underage
students who report unsafe
drinking from legal repercussion even if they’re involved themselves. This
action has been proposed in
the hopes that young lives
may be saved from alcohol
poisoning or drunk driving.
Concluding a small debate
amongst Senators, Student Representative to the
Board of Trustees, Connor
Scott, emphasized the
need for UMaine
students
to
have this
bill

passed.
“If we want any protection for students who live
off campus, like the Grove,
than this is an initial step
that is very important to
us,” Scott said.
The vote to endorse was
passed by unanimous decision.
Allocations
GSS allocated $3,151 to
the Baseball Club for their
Spring season league dues,
as well as transportation and lodging
fees. President of
the

Medical amnesty
GSS voted in favor of a
motion to endorse the passage of the Medical Amnesty Bill, currently in the
Maine State Legislature.
By endorsing this bill, GSS
hopes to have the voice
of UMaine’s community

Baseball Club, Dan Herman, explained that the
amount allocated would be
necessary due to their fairly regular road games. The
allocation was passed by
clear majority after minor
amendments were made to
adjust the club’s total due
to a change in league fees.
GSS allocated $3,400 to
the Cheerleading Team for
their yearly trip to Nationals in Daytona, FL. Vice
President of the Cheerleading Team, Riley Dow,
explained that they had
looked for other ways of
funding, but needed the
money in order to send all
team members and coaches
to the Nationals. GSS voted
in favor of the allocation by
unanimous decision.
GSS
also
allocated
$4,000 to the Men’s Rugby
Team for new equipment,
including pads and mouth
guards, that will help players stay protected and prevent concussions. President
of the Men’s Rugby Team,
John Golder explained that
the longevity of use for the
pads and the safety of the

players was well worth the
cost for new equipment.
GSS voted in favor of the
allocation by vast majority.
Clubs
Project Reach presented results from their trip
to Peru over Spring Break,
as they helped mountain
range communities outside
of Lima. Projects that were
undertook included fixing
up and painting a local
school, to gathering $500
worth of supplies for the
community’s dentist.
GSS also approved preliminary recognition to the
Biology
Undergraduate
Research Club and the Car
Club.
Elections and new additions
GSS voted in Senator
Troy Lawrence as the new
Old Town City Council Liaison.
President of Student
Government, Justin Conant
also appointed Senators
Andrew Bracy and Victoria
Degenhardt to his cabinet.
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EDITORIAL

Promoting new attitudes toward business
are best path to stronger future for Maine
Maine is the second
worst state in the nation to
do business in according to
a 2014 ranking by Forbes.
This is an improvement
from a four-year run as the
state with the worst business climate.
Obviously, this is a
troubling
statistic
for
politicians and residents
alike, but there is a particular exigency for students
in this harsh reality. The
abysmal business climate
means that Maine’s aging
industry provides little if
any attraction for students.
Whether young people are
graduating or considering
attending college in-state,

the poor chance of finding
gainful employment drives
them away, compounding
the problem.
Maine’s economy can be
revitalized only at the local
level. And the best place
for this to begin is with the
attitudes being instilled in
those students who will
soon be in the best position
to enact change.
Though the specifics of
the University of Maine
System’s new Professional and Graduate Center
Initiative have yet to be
announced, this program
seems like a good way to
begin shifting the culture
through which business is

viewed. The propagation
of relationships between
the system’s law program
and the graduate business
programs at USM and
Orono, which the initiative will emphasize and
help develop connections
across disciplinary lines.
Business does not exist in a vacuum. Even the
best idea is nothing more
than a well-embellished
dream without resonance
in the community. Consumers have to understand
a product, feel some sense
of connection with a business, since their patronage
essentially endorses the
goods the purchase.

When businesses work
together, a thriving climate
of mutual self-benefit will
naturally be forged through
the alliances formed. The
local community and all its
actors — residents, politicians, establishment owners — can begin to understand the local culture only
when they do so.
Tying business and law
together is important for
a number of reasons. To
truly thrive, entrepreneurs
must also understand other areas of culture besides
business.
Competition
requires a comprehensive view of industry as a
whole, as well as an under-

standing of how government regulation constricts
interaction. Well-informed
business people can even
influence policy, helping
legislation better serve
the business climate and
boosting the fiscal health
of the state.
The choice of Eliot Cutler as CEO of the
UMS System’s Initiative
promotes this. Cutler has
served in both public and
private capacities, working
in business, government
and law. This diversified
background
promotes
a multi-perspective approach to entrepreneurship, which is exactly the

kind of education Maine’s
future leaders ought to be
encouraged to take.
Government is slow to
take action and does so
clumsily. This is necessary
to protect individual liberties, but it also places the
burden of finding solutions
to problems on private actors.
Those best positioned to
do so are students whose
capacity for change is
maximized by their youthful vigor, the wealth of
knowledge inculcated by
knowledge gained through
education
and
their
self-motivation to succeed
in life.

Society has forgotten the value of work

Matthew Pinkham
Graduate First Year
Psychology
The meaning of the
word “work” varies given
any number of contexts.
In the mechanical definition, work is force applied
to an object with result. In
another sense of the word,
work is to apply effort to a
task in an attempt to complete said task. Work is
effort towards a given result or change. Work is a
changing force.
No argument can be
given for this to be any
different with individuals. When an individual,

or group of individuals,
work on a task, they seek
to accomplish it. They
seek measurable change
from a previous state. The
force of action, physical
and mental, is directed towards a change in condition. A day’s wage earned,
a building built or a painting finished is an improvement from the previous
state.
In a previous age not
too far-gone from now,
this exertion of effort for
work was celebrated. Personal achievements were
lauded and success was
envied. The personal success of others was to be a
beacon for ambition and
talent.
To a respectable extent,
success was judged by
wealth. The accumulation
of currency or resources
is the most basic form of
success. Money itself is

not moral; the dollar holds
no spiritual salvation other
than to the hymn of providing for oneself. This is
the only salvation a man
needs — to be encouraged
towards success via his
own effort, his work, for
his own livelihood.
This is the way a free
society progresses. The
quintessential work of
man for his own survival builds society towards
the heavens. It must be the
individual effort, as any
collective effort shackles
man, and makes him his
brother’s keeper.
This is where our society deviates from the
ideal. To the members of
this current generation,
the word “work” is a dirty
sound. The word no longer
carries the connotation of
improvement and reward.
Instead, it carries the imagery of physical unclean-

ness and undesirable labor.
Work, to this generation,
is equal to a chore. Ask a
Millennial about their job,
or if they even have one,
and be prepared for the
response to be laced with
discontent.
The same response can
even be seen when discussing academic or personal tasks. The majority
of students, at even this
university, are more likely to groan and complain
about their intellectual
pursuits, for which they
pay, than they are to sing
praises. Chances are if you
were to find a student truly passionate about their
academic pursuits, they
would be an individual
from a previous generation
returning to better their career.
The danger in this is
readily apparent — our
current generation cares

little for the concept of
“work.” Blind hedonism
has replaced a stalwart
work ethic as an adult’s
moral core. How many
students within our generation would rather party instead of staying in
and completing academic
work, or even staying late
at their employment? How
can a society progress
when the culture shifts to
such a warped ideal?
The blunt answer is it
can’t. The gears of society
seize and the system stops.
The day that the concept
of “working” becomes
nothing more than a bother
attached to a paycheck, society dies. Unfortunately,
this sentiment is becoming endemic. Look at the
rise of social assistance
programs and the number
of people willing to leach
off of the working body.
Individuals are no longer

interested in working for
their own betterment and
survival.
The solution would be
to restore a sense of work
ethic to society, to somehow revitalize the moral
core of individuals towards working for their
individual improvement.
I am not an optimist. I do
not think this would be
successful until society
completely crashes.
Instead, I offer a different solution. If this society
is too wrapped up in collective and wanton hedonism to lift tools, then let it
fall. Let the social welfare
programs drain the coffers
until nothing remains. Perhaps those with a strong
work ethic should simply
build their own society.
If there is no place for
work ethic in today’s society, then it’s time for us to
make one.
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The problem with saying
“Boys will be boys”
Cameron Grover
Third year
English
Working with children
for the past eight years in
different capacities has
taught me many things. I
have learned what people
do and do not want to be
and hear in their formative years. Positive praise
and helpful instruction are
things from which we can
all grow, but there’s one
little sentiment that really
hits me the wrong way. I
won’t say it to a child, or
an adult for that matter. I
think it’s one of the worst
things we can teach our
children, and people say it
every day.
“Boys will be boys.”
That frustratingly popular saying is both obvious
and redundant. Boys will,
of course, be boys. They’re
boys. Bananas will also be

bananas and water is wet
and fire is hot. However,
the silliness of the saying is
not what irks me and many
others; it’s what we attach
to the phrase.
People have been using
this phrase to label behavior of children, and sometimes even male adults, to
excuse away their negative
behavior by blaming it on
their gender. When a child
knocks over a tower of
blocks that another female
has worked to build and
the response is “boys will
be boys,” that child learns,
as a boy, he will be excused from punishment of
disruptive and destructive
behavior based solely on
his gender. That male child
learns that his gender allows him to be destructive
and disrespectful, and by
saying that we are telling
him it is expected he will
continue that behavior into
adulthood.        	
When a boy’s behavior
is excused away in front of
a little girl he has wronged,
it also shows that little girl
that when a boy hurts or
wrongs her, he is supposed
to be forgiven, brushed off
and not punished just be-

cause he is a boy. By saying this to a young girl or
woman, we let her know
that when a boy or a man
inconveniences, annoys or
hurts her, he isn’t responsible for it: his gender is.
To me, this raises the
question — why do we
treat men as the superior
sex in so many facets of
society all over the world
when we treat their gender
like an affliction when they
are growing? I never heard
this as a boy. My mother
never told me it was okay
to be rude. If you know me
now, you’ll know that I did
not grow up exhibiting this
kind of behavior and expecting to be forgiven for
it.
I believe that we, as a
generation, should be actively dropping this phrase
from popular use. “Boys
will be boys” is not a method for handling misguided
and usually rough behavior; it is a prime example of
careless, as well as sexist,
parenting and teaching. If
we teach boys that it’s okay
to be annoying, destructive and even violent, then
why are we surprised that
though females make up

more than half of the U.S.
population, men are known
to be more responsible for
committing violent crimes?
I believe that there is a
correlation between this
and many other things that
our society does to excuse
young men, like myself, of
our responsibility. We must
responsibilities all take
responsibility for our actions, not blame them and
brush them away by gendering them. Girls will and
have also faced this type
of struggle due to the media showing them improper
examples of womanhood.
“Dear Future Husband,” is
a song by Meghan Trainor
that illustrates a poorly
shared relationship where
a man bends to a woman’s
“crazy” moods and whims
in order to please her and
remain in her favor. That’s
not healthy; that is the same
system in a different style.
In this generation and the
ones that come after us,
we must take that responsibility back. Be respectful.
Teach your children to do
the same, always. Don’t
gender behavior and never
excuse negative behavior
based on gender.

Use of perfomance enhancing
drugs will not decrease in
the 2015 MLB season

Nathaniel Trask
Second Year
Journalism
If you watch sports programs on television networks like ESPN or Fox, or
listen to them on the radio,
a recurring topic for discussion involves athletes getting into trouble, more often
than not because of the use
of performance enhancing
drugs (PEDs). These drugs
are present in many sports,
but a spotlight shines particularly upon American
professional leagues. Major League Baseball (MLB)
is well known for its players trying to artificially
“pump up” their game, and
with the beginning of their
2015 season upon us, we
will not see any decrease in
the amount of players who
are doping.
We hear the stories all
the time. Whenever I read
Samuel Keefe
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the news online, it seems
yet another baseball player has been caught, likely
after a drug test, with artificial substances in their
system. The MLB’s drug
policy restricts its players
from using many drugs that
may enhance their performance on the field.
One of the more infamous cases of a player doping occurred only a couple
of years ago. Alex Rodriguez was suspended for the
entire 2014 season — 162
games — after it was discovered he had been taking
human growth hormone
(HGH) to enhance his performance. His suspension
was part of a long list of
punishments handed out
to players by the MLB for
their part in the Biogenesis
scandal. Many of the other
players were in the minor
leagues at the time of their
suspension and most ended
up serving only 50 games.
The bad news is that
incidents like these only
encourages the MLB to
step up the enforcement of
their drug policy. This includes regular drug tests,
screenings and heavier sus-

pensions and fines levied
for those who do not adhere to the league’s rules.
High-profile players are
always suspected of using
PEDs due to their advanced
skills, so if any are actually
doping, they will find hiding it even harder.
Players have been using
PEDs, mostly anabolic steroids, for generations now,
and over the years, the
number of cases has never
seemed to let up. Mark McGuire, a former professional baseball player for the
Oakland Athletics and the
St. Louis Cardinals, once
said, “Once and for all, I
did not use steroids or any
other illegal substance.”
McGuire hit 583 home runs
in his career, including 70
in a single season. In 2010,
McGuire admitted to using PEDs throughout the
majority of his career. His
single-season home run record was broken in 2001 by
fellow steroid-user Barry
Bonds.
The 2015 season will not
stop players’ efforts to step
up their game with drugs.
If anything, they will just
try even harder to hide it.

It is an addiction that takes
place after a player first
tries it and likes the results
they see; then it becomes a
major legal issue and accusations of cheating will
ensue. Many of the greatest
ballplayers have lost their
credibility over it.
Anything that enables
the game to be unfair, or
gives one player an advantage above everyone else,
should not be considered
sporting. The MLB is an
ideal example of players
trying to manipulate the
game, thereby eliminating
the challenge and sport.
Though I wish that 2015
could be a clean season
for professional baseball,
I do not see how all players across 30 major league
teams can play the game
fairly.
I look forward to this
year’s season strictly for
its entertainment value.
The thrill of watching some
big league slugger launch
a powerful 420-foot home
run is not lost on me. I just
hope that all MLB players
understand the true pleasure it is to watch all games
played fairly and cleanly.

The case
for getting
involved

Allyson Eslin
Second Year
Political science
It’s easy to forget that the
democratic countries of the
world, the United States in
particular, are both incredibly lucky and incredibly
sheltered from the harsh
necessity of remaining informed about political life
that exists elsewhere on the
globe. However, it is in this
country in particular that
attitudes about partaking in
political discourse are the
most markedly negative.
The reality is that these
apathetic viewpoints of
American citizens, fairly
derived or not, are signs of
the remarkable privilege
citizens possess here, and
are something that needs to
be addressed.
The privilege exhibited here is fairly obvious.
Rarely is an individual
endowed with the ability to say “I don’t involve
myself in politics” outside
of these democracies. Not
only because in countries
of remarkable turmoil they
must remain informed to
remain alive, but also because citizens in these other places are often not given the choice to participate
in, let alone abstain from,
these debates in the first
place.
Having the option to abstain is not only rare, but is
often treated with disdain
in other parts of the world,
where staying informed is
both a civic duty and a personal privilege.
Yet in the United States,
this same apathetic attitude is treated like a latestage addition to the Bill of
Rights. Refusal to participate is embraced not only
as an admirably rebellious
perspective, a strategy to
be employed during un-

comfortable family dinners
and birthday parties, but
as a marker of personal
character — as though the
person describing these
feelings of disengagement
is somehow better or more
pure than others for having
kept themselves away from
the debate.
This nation has become
alienated because of this
privilege. Alienated from
the pressing reality of
many situations abroad,
and alienated from the
consequences of their own
soapbox speeches and selfish actions here at home.
And one best believe the
problems this indifferent
sort of privilege can create
are numerous.
This sort of detachment
from the gravity of political decision-making can
create ripple effects in areas that range from the
quality of governance to
the depth of public opinion
about conflict abroad. After all, how can a populace
utterly disconnected from
current events ever create a
well-informed, careful and
conscientious beliefs about
anything that really matters, whether it be issues of
electing public figures or
solutions to undermining
the rapidly expanding influence of ISIS? How can
people who dare not turn
on the news be expected to
successfully communicate
how they want their business conducted, or who
should be conducting it in
the first place?
The idea that keeping
oneself out of politics is
cool — en vogue and admirably rebellious — is
one that needs to end.
A person needs not get
involved in the distasteful mud-slinging that is so
broadly hated to remain informed and conscientious.
They only need to remove
the blinders, participate
and stop spreading the idea
that by removing themselves from the debate, the
problems the debate seeks
to address in the first place
cease to exist.
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Across
1. ‘’Lonely Boy’’
singer
5. Kennel features
9. Meet customs requirements
14. Cummings attraction?
15. Word of hearty
concurrence
16. Large crowd
17. Crab Nebula
origins
19. Florida city
20. Supplicate
21. Formulated
23. City north of Des
Moines
25. Old Westerns
26. Positron, e.g.
31. Ends of a new
moon
32. Actress Sommer
33. Be litigious
36. Algerian city
37. Australian gem-

Crossword

stones
39. Em, for one
40. Jabber
41. Ahriman’s forte
42. Belief
43. Demarcation line
for 58-Across
46. Angel’s abode
49. Hebe’s mom
50. Give the rubber
stamp
52. One with a spread
57. Half-cocked
58. Hawking’s astronomical body
60. Superman portrayer
61. Symbol of liberty
62. Russian river
63. Squared up
64. Rectangle part
65. Numerous

Word Search: Spring
ALLERGIES
APRIL
BASEBALL
BEES
CROCUSES
CYCLAMENS
DAFFODILS
DANDELIONS
EASTER
EQUINOX
FLOWERS
FROGS
GOLF
GRASS
GREEN
GROWTH
IRISES
LILIES
MARCH
MAY
NEW LEAVES
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Down
1. Vaulted recess
2. Parser’s part
3. Retained for oneself
4. Pt. of U.S.A.
5. Central American
country
6. Expressive one
7. 36th st.
8. Break sharply
9. Harmonized hymn
10. Track down
11. Delete
12. Austrian psychiatrist Alfred
13. Has a novel experience?
18. Obtains from effort
22. Cuts of ham
24. Covert movement
26. Salty salute
27. Asta’s mistress
28. It’s catchy
29. Place to turn in,
perhaps
30. Out of sorts

33. Famous canal
34. Reverse command
on a computer
35. Henry VI’s school
37. They may run on
gas
38. Word with bobby
or firing
39. Jackie’s ‘’O’’
41. Turned inside out
42. Model T accessory
43. Develop
44. Harbinger
45. Delphi prophet
46. Welty novel ‘’The
Ponder ___’’
47. Stage direction
48. Bye-bye, in Burgundy
51. Slackens
53. Fish bait
54. Joyous round dance
55. Distinctive flair
56. Lean on
59. Luau loop
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By Randall Munroe

PLANTING
RAIN
RENEWAL
ROBINS
SEASON
SNOWMELT
SOFTBALL
SPRING BREAK
SPRING CLEANING
TULIPS
WARMER
WET
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Each row, column and 3x3 square must have numbers 1 - 9 in any order, but each digit can only
appear once. There is only one correct answer.
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Difficulty level: Hard

By Dave McElfatrick
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Word Scramble: Spring
1. MSOSOBL___________________________

7. LETM______________________________

2. WRAM_____________________________

8. NPTAL______________________________

3. RBSID______________________________

9. HCATH_____________________________

4. OFDAIDLF__________________________

10. IPNCCI____________________________

5. WOGR_____________________________
1. blossom 2. warm 3. birds 4. daffodil 5. grow
6. flowers 7. melt 8. plant 9. hatch 10. picnic

6. OWESFRL___________________________
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The full potential of
Tidal streaming service
COLUMN

How I Hear It
Derrick Rossignol
Jay Z, Beyoncé, Kanye
West, Rihanna, Nicki Minaj,
Usher, Alicia Keys, Madonna, Daft Punk, Jack White,
Arcade Fire, Jason Aldean,
J. Cole, Chris Martin and
Calvin Harris have left the
stage of the Tidal launch a
week ago today — although
Martin and Harris were only
present in video chat form.
The dust is settling, and it’s
not entirely clear what the
big deal about Tidal is.
Tidal is a streaming service, jointly owned by the
aforementioned artists, that
is talking a big game. Tidal,
self-described as “the first
artist-owned global music
and entertainment platform,”
plans to pay its artists more
than the paltry checks from
Spotify and other services,
offer exclusive audio, video
and editorial content, and offer this content in high-quality formats that their competitors do not boast.

Overall, Tidal positions
itself as pulling back the
curtain behind which the
streaming industry hides its
facts and figures. It wants its
users to know how much artists are getting paid for their
work, and it wants to give
them content that won’t be
found anywhere else — Tidal has already delivered on
the latter promise, currently streaming a Jay Z-filmed
video of Beyoncé performing “Die With You,” a new
song that’s exclusive to the
service.
It’s still far too early to
determine if Tidal has been
successful, even too early to
access some concrete subscription numbers, since a lot
of users are currently taking
advantage of the 30-day free
trial. However, it’s not too
early to speculate what Tidal
should actually be doing, as
opposed to what it has going
on now.
Tidal has star power, star
power that it is failing to offer content that people want
and that they have. Ignore the
lossless audio for a second
— most listeners don’t care
if they’re hearing uncompressed WAV files or MP3s
playing at 192 kilobytes per
second, or even know what
that means because the difference between the two is

not obvious and not even
perceptible to a large portion
of the population.
Tidal has an opportunity,
and again, it’s early to say,
but it may be getting away
from them.
When ESPN launched as
the first 24-hour sports network in September 1979, it
was humble, and not everybody believed in it. Through
its host of engaging personalities and comprehensive
coverage, its reputation
grew, large enough to the
point where it began to not
only cover sports, but to be
the home of their broadcasts.
To a degree, ESPN has
monopolized sports, or at
least their consumption: they
were the source of both the
reporter and the topic of coverage. Today, ESPN is, as
it rightfully claims itself to
be, the worldwide leader in
sports.
Why can’t Tidal follow a
similar path? Why can’t Tidal, like ESPN, become the
best source of all aspects of
music consumption, of the
music itself and coverage
of it? It already offers high
quality exclusive editorial
content, but it’s far from Tidal’s focus and doesn’t offer
much that you can’t get from
Pitchfork or Rolling Stone.
What if Tidal borrowed

from the sports world some
more and took notes from
The Players’ Tribune, the
new sports site that offers
content written by the athletes themselves, bridging
the gap between players’
Twitter accounts and columnists’ coverage by creating a
new paradigm in which the
content creators can cover
themselves?
The closest thing to this
in music now is artists annotating song lyrics on Genius, which is great for what
it is but ultimately limited in
scope. Would it not be great
to have read an essay on
Kanye West’s “Yeezus” written by Rick Rubin, the album’s producer? How about
a listicle of Weezer’s top
10 songs written by Rivers
Cuomo, or perhaps compiled
from the opinions of Pharrell, Sufjan Stevens, Lady
GaGa and other famous figures?
We know what Tidal is: a
streaming service that offers
slightly more than its competitors for a slightly higher
cost. What’s more intriguing
is what it could be. What’s
more frustrating is that the
people in power might be too
blinded by the visions they
had from the project’s inception to realize how many
chips they’re really holding.

Former beauty pageant winner
campaigns against sexual assault
COLUMN

Documentary Theater
Chase Brunton
“Brave Miss World” is the
Emmy-nominated documentary about women across the
world who are victims of sexual violence, and one woman’s
mission to heal them and rally
the voices of victims everywhere against sexual crime.
Released in 2013, the film
casts a wide light on the effects
that sexual violence has on
victims across the globe, from
third-world countries with little regulation, to college campuses. In 1998, weeks before
being crowned Miss World,
Israeli model Linor Abargil
was raped and abused by her
driver. After a long and tiresome effort, her attacker was
sentenced to 19 years by the
Israeli court.

After coming out about
her experience to the public,
Abargil decided to use her position as Miss World to travel
and encourage other victims
to come forward and speak
out about their experiences.
As she travels the globe,
speaking to victims from different backgrounds, she takes
on the roles of activist, investigative journalist and emotional supporter. Through repeated
encounters with women who
were raped or abused, she
uncovers more and more of a
scary side of civilization that
many refuse to talk about. Her
hope is that by convincing victims to talk openly about their
experiences, victims around
the world will gain strength,
support, and power against
would-be criminals.
Along with the scores of
everyday women with harrowing stories, Abargil also
interviews celebrities who
were assaulted. One of these
celebs is Fran Drescher, best
known from the television sitcom “The Nanny,” who was
raped at gunpoint when she
was 27.

In addition to the shared
stories, one of the most important things about “Brave
Miss World” is the tough
questions it asks. After her
traumatic experience, Abargil faced many difficulties,
but one of the largest was the
alienation she felt from her
loved ones, who were often
as afraid to talk about it as
she was. Having been in the
healing process for a while, at
one point she asks her mother, “Why do you suppose it is
that we’ve waited this long to
talk about this?” Her mother
explains that she simply didn’t
know what to say. She didn’t
know if her daughter wanted
to talk about it, and she didn’t
want to cause her hurt.
These are personal questions anyone would have a
hard time exploring on camera, but “Brave Miss World”
is full of these important questions. The film explores the aftermath of a sexual assault, not
just for the victim, but for their
family, friends, and lovers.
Abargil is certainly a warrior in the effort against sexual violence, but even she has

difficulty fighting the seemingly constant battle against
sexual oppression. At some
point in the film, she realizes the immensity of the task
she has committed herself
to, and feels overwhelmed.
Faced with endless stories of
violence and trauma, she at
times feels helpless, like no
matter what, there is nothing
she can do. This is as much a
film about strength and hope
as it is about a woman fighting against all odds and not
always winning. It’s a difficult
task she faces, and a perennial issue that isn’t going away
anytime soon. However, her
story alone sparked women
all over the world to speak out
about their experiences, and
that counts for something.
In a world where it is still
difficult for victims of sexual crimes to come forward,
whether for fear of public
reaction, fear of being found
out, or worse, fear of familial rejection, Abargil’s mission is as important today as
ever. And like the millions of
victims across the world, she
can’t do it alone.

The ultimate U.S. road trip
COLUMN

Adventure Time
Molly Joyce
This past month, I made a
quick trip to Boston to visit
my old roommates — yes,
strangely enough I used to
live in the city. While I had
made the trek to and from
Boston and Bangor many
times, it was always by bus,
or with someone else driving,
so I decided this might be
a fun opportunity for me to
give the drive a shot on my
own.
Keep in mind, I have
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never done any city driving,
so upon hitting endless
four-lane highways and
aggressive drivers ignorantly
switching lanes throughout
rush hour, I decided I was
happy with Maine’s boring
two-lane,
billboard-less
stretch of empty highway.
But all the stress aside, I
have always found driving
in a new place exciting.
It has always been one of
my dreams to drive across
the country, so when I
came across an article on
mothernaturenetwork.com,
which claimed they had
created the “ultimate crosscountry road trip,” I was
intrigued to say the least.
According to the article,
Michigan State Doctoral
student, Randy Olsen was
challenged by a Discovery
News producer to plot the

optimum route throughout
the United States that
followed three guidelines:
There must to be one stop
in all 48 states contiguous
states, including a stop in
Washington D.C. and two
stops in California for a
total of 50 stops; each stop
must be at a national natural
landmark, historic site,
monument or national park;
and the vehicle cannot leave
U.S. soil.
Olsen’s greatest challenge
was to find the shortest route
to each landmark, while
putting them in order in such
a way that the driver would
do as little backtracking
as possible, which he
accomplished by using
Google Maps, as well as
writing some codes in order
to determine the distance and
time it would take to travel to

all 50 landmarks.
The final route is 13,699
miles, and Olsen estimates
that one would realistically
need to commit two or
three months to complete
the journey. A few of the
50 stops on this once-ina-lifetime trip include the
Grand Canyon, Yellowstone
National Park, the Alamo,
the White House, the Statue
of Liberty and Maine’s very
own Acadia National Park.
In addition, Olsen also
created an ideal European
road trip route.
While I’m sure few of
us actually have the time or
means to take three months
for Olsen’s road trip, the list
of 50 destinations throughout
the country could definitely
serve as an inspiration for
a few slightly less grand
adventures.

Morocco and
Gibraltar
getaway
COLUMN

Study Abroad
Jocelyn Nerney
This past weekend I got
the chance to explore a new
continent and gained so
much new knowledge and
insight from my expedition.
I visited the British territory
of Gibraltar and three cities
in Northern Morocco: Tangier, Chefchaouen and Tetuan.
First we hopped on a bus
in Seville and took a twohour ride to Gibraltar. We
walked through the border
and to the city center. As we
were walking I could hear
British accents, and it was
so strange. I was still in continental Spain and yet this
completely different culture
was thrown into the mix.
There were red telephone
booths and pubs selling
fish and chips everywhere.
Since I’ve never been to the
British Isles, I appreciated being able to get a small
taste of what they are like. I
could see why British people would live in Gibraltar
with beaches and gorgeous
weather at their disposal.
Some time passed and we
headed to catch our ferry. I
didn’t know what to expect
as I waited to board. The
only boats I had ever been on
were small, rickety and made
me sick. I was pleasantly
surprised when I got on. The
ferry had mini restaurants, a
shop, comfortable seats and
tray tables.
The ride was about an
hour to the Spanish city of
Ceuta. The group hopped on
the bus and drove to the Moroccan border, where we had
to wait to get our passports
stamped. When everything
was finished, the bus headed
to Tangier and finally arrived
at our hotel after a long day
of traveling.
The next morning it was
time to get up early to start
our day. The bus headed
towards the beach for our
camel rides. Everyone was
stoked to meet the camels.
We went to the coastline and
waited in line to get a turn
for our short ride.
I got on the camel and
it was a little scary to feel
my body jumping from the
movements. I could feel the
excitement and adrenaline
rush through me. The photographer told us to wave our
hands in the air, but I did not
want to out of fear I would
fall off. I am definitely glad I
got to experience something
so unique as petting and riding a camel.
Our next destination was
to the mountain town of
Chefchaouen, about an hour
and a half away from Tangier. We drove through the
windy roads that ran by the
Rif mountains, which presented a gorgeous setting.
The town is also nicknamed the blue city because
everything in it is blue, from

Nerney on a camel in
Morocco.

the walls to the floors, artwork and doors. Since blue
is my favorite color, I loved
being able to see all the various shades everywhere and
how the color made the city
so special.
We had lunch and a short
guided tour of Chefchaouen
before having some free time
to walk around the maze-like
alleyways. My friend and I
ended up on the other side
of town trying to get back to
our meeting point.
There were small shops
selling jewelry, t-shirts and
magnets everywhere we
went. The street vendors
could tell we were Americans with one glance, so we
were targeted very heavily
while exploring. I got some
t-shirts and went back to the
bus to rest until getting to
our last Moroccan stop in
Tetuan.
We drove straight to dinner, and we were treated to
a traditional dinner with a
show. I entered into a giant
Arabic event hall with ornate architecture and decorations everywhere. Musicians
played songs for us while
we enjoyed a meal of fresh
vegetables, meatballs and
couscous.
Once our satisfying dinner was over, the group went
to the hotel that was in a
small beach town right on
the water. I went straight to
bed to prepare for another
busy day ahead.
On Sunday morning,
while eating breakfast, my
friend and I decided to check
out the balcony overlooking
the beach. The sun was glistening, runners whooshed by
and the ocean’s colors happily shone to give a bright and
welcoming morning.
We finished breakfast and
were off to Tetuan’s Medina
and market area. Our tour
guide gave us a quick run
through of some important
buildings and areas. When
he finished we were allowed
some time to look at the
shops in the market.
It did not seem like a very
popular tourist destination
since random clothes were
mostly sold, with the exception of about two touristy
places. My main focus was
running from more street
vendors. The group wrapped
up our free time and we went
back to the buses and began
our trek back to Seville.
Some of the moments that
had the most impact on me
were the small ones. When
our tour guide talked about
grocery shopping I learned
about their gender roles from
one remark. He talked about
women, not men, doing all
the grocery shopping. We
drove through rural areas
of the Rif Mountains and I
watched poor farmers and
agricultural workers carry
their crops on their backs to
their huts.
Such stark cultural contrasts to what I’m used to
back home really opened
my eyes, and that is the most
critical part for me. If I am
learning and my perspective
is being broadened, then I
must be doing something
right.

Courtesy of Jocelyn Nerney
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Events

from A12
work, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. FFA
Room, Union. The presentation and discussion will cover
the issue of HIV and AIDS
in Maine as well as how its
spread can be prevented.
Free HIV Testing, 12
to 3:00 p.m., Touchstone
Center, Union. Anyone who
wants to ensure the prevention
of spreading the disease and
willing to submit to a test is encouraged to participate.
LGBT support group,
3 to 4 p.m. Totman Room,
Union. The group will be held
to address the needs or questions of any member of the
LGBT community. Anyone in
the LGBT community in need
of peer support or looking to
offer their assistance is welcome.
Saturday, April 11:
Drag Show with special
guest Milk, 7 p.m. (doors
at 6:30 p.m.), Minsky Hall.
The show will be hosted by
Milk, famous from Season 6
of RuPaul’s Drag Race. All
admission is free and anyone
looking to be a part of a supportive LGBT event, as well
as a fun evening is welcome
to join.

Ally

from A12
and I don’t want to speak over
them,” King said.
It wasn’t until her sophomore year that King started to
take an interest in the LGBT
community.
“I became a work study at
the Rainbow Resource Center
and I worked there for a year.
It was great, I loved it,” King
said.
As she developed this
love for participating in the
LGBTQ community at UMaine, a new passion began to
arise, as King found herself
getting involved with more
events.
She had attended every
event put on by the Rainbow
Resource Center and by the
time her junior year came
about, she found herself in
the position of public relations officer for Wilde Stein.
Through hard work and commitment with her position in
Wilde Stein, King eventually
became Vice President. Looking back at how rapid her
progression was through the
LGBTQ community, King
acknowledged how grateful
she is for the experience.
“Now I’m the President. It
feels like things have evolved
really quickly, but at the same
time, it’s been some of the
best experiences of my undergraduate college [career],”
King said.
As King and Wilde Stein
gear up for Pride Week, the
general feeling among members of the LGBTQ community is one of excitement and
positivity.
“I think everybody’s pretty excited, especially everyone who’s regularly involved.
Pride Week is a year-long
prep,” King said.
One event in particular
that King has to prepare for
is the drag show. As it’s one
of the most attended events
for the LGBTQ community
all year, careful preparation is
made to plan the drag show,
so that attendees can have as
much fun as possible.
Despite all of her organization’s hard work, King
admits that things on campus
could still be better.
“I think it could be a tough
time to be transgender on
campus,” King said. “It can
be one of those touchy topics that people aren’t always
comfortable with, even if
they say they’re an ally to the
LGBT.”
Despite this, King thinks
Wilde Stein and the Rainbow
Resource Center can potentially help bring awareness
to people who may not fully
understand this issue during
Pride Week.
“Everyone just wants to
be treated equally and have a
safe space,” King said.

German Club looks towards revitalization
As part of UMaine’s forgeign language program, the German Club meets every week and organizes events.

Hannah Holden
Contributor
It is no surprise that
good food brings people
together… especially good
dessert. And with good desserts, there is often a good
story. And our stories help
define a culture.
The University of Maine
German Club consistently
wins Culturefest for their
homemade desserts.
“Our members and our
faculty advisor bake everything from scratch based
on traditional German and
Austrian recipes that are
centuries old,” Ryan Landes
who is the president of the
club, said. Landes is a sophomore at UMaine studying
Business Management and
minoring in Political Theory.
“That’s our trademark.
Good desserts are what
we’re known for,” Landes
said.
Established in 1902,
UMaine’s German Club
is one of the oldest active
groups on campus. The club
has become a welcoming,
close-knit service group

that is proud of German
heritage.
Every Thursday at 8
p.m. the UMaine German
Club meets in Little Hall
to discuss upcoming events
around campus and activities in the community. The
meetings are democratic.
Everyone has opportunities
to speak and suggest ideas.
The members share their interests, the language and the
cultures of Germany to students and members of the
community.
Throughout the years,
membership has been low,
but Landes sought to change
this when he was elected
president last semester.
“A couple of semesters
ago, there were three active members in the club,”
Landes said. “They did a
couple of events a year with
the few people they had
and that was it. There was
hardly any campus involvement.”
Under Landes’ leadership, membership grew to
20, including some German exchange students who
have since returned home.
This semester, the club has

15 active members.
“I got to revitalize the
group,” Landes said, “and
it was nice to not be a cog
in the machine but get to
make the club what I want
it to be.”
The German Club is a
student-run
organization
and special interest group.
There is no expectation to
know German and Landes encourages students to
attend meetings and keep
coming back if they enjoy
it. The group also meets
Sunday nights in the Union
at 7 p.m. to speak German
to one another.
The club is donating
$250 to the German American Partnership Program
(GAPP) that is sending 10
students from Cony High
School in Augusta to Germany and students from
Germany to Cony.
“We want to tangibly
influence these high school
kids’ experience,” Landes
said, “And maybe when
they start applying for college they’ll look back and
think it was the UMaine
German Club that helped us
go on this awesome trip.”

To raise money for
GAPP, the German Club put
together a bake sale, which
took place on March 20.
The bake sale, called Café
Wien, consisted of German
desserts and bread made by
the members. Café Wien
raised $220 for the club.
The remaining $30 will be
pulled out of their funds.
Their secretary, Shelby
Neuschwanger, is planning
to hand deliver the money
to the principle and students
of Cony High School.
“The students see great
value in their knowledge of
German and want to support
high school German teachers in Maine,” Anette Rodriques said, who is the faculty advisor for the club and
German professor at UMaine. “They hope that their
donation will let the high
school students know that
there is German taught at
UMaine and that there is a
lively German Club, which
they hope might convince
them to choose UMaine for
their academic studies.”
The German Club is also
excited for the ‘Festeaval’
event coming up, hosted by

James Winters, Contributor

the Office of Multicultural
Life. On April 17 at 1 p.m.
representatives from different countries will be serving tea in the North Pod.
Since Germany is not a big
tea country, the club will be
in the Union serving kinderpunsch, which is a hot
punch served at Christmas
markets in Germany.
Throughout its 113-year
history, the club has faced
many challenges: low membership, little interest and
limited campus involvement. But this year, the
group has revitalized themselves to create an active
presence on campus and
promote German culture.
The club is proud of what
they have accomplished this
year, specifically raising
money for the students at
Cony in GAPP.
“Many of us have traveled, and we know the indescribable benefits that come
from seeing the world at a
young age,” Landes said.
“If we can help facilitate
an international, intercultural experience for kids in
Maine, we will go out of our
way to do it.”

UMaine Business Challenge
enters final round of third year
Kyle Hadyniak
Staff Writer
The University of Maine
Business Challenge (UBC)
is in the final months of competition, as five selected finalists prepare to pitch their
business ideas to a judging
panel on April 25 and 26.
Now in its third year, the
challenge was started by
four UMaine 2010 alumni
to grow Maine’s business
sector. Previously, only open
to UMaine businesses, the
competition announced on
Feb. 9, 2015 that any Maine
higher education institutes
can compete.
“Through the UBC, we
aspire to grow Maine’s business sector by developing
ideas and converting them
into the real deal,” Jonathan
Deschaine, coordinator of
this year’s competition, said.
“By opening the contest to
other schools, we have given
young entrepreneurs across
the state the opportunity to
bring their ideas and budding business to the helm,
and show how much ingenuity and potential lies in
Maine’s business sector.”
Businesses eligible for
entry in the competition must
be headquartered in Maine,
with preference going to
those that service Maine’s
economic landscape or present an innovative product or

service.
The five finalists for this
year have been chosen, and
they will present their business pitch to the judging
panel on April 25 and 26.
The finalist businesses are
Explore Maine, Limbeck
Engineering, Wanu, Nabbit
and Revolution Research
Inc.
“The UBC was started
to contribute to a state that
was [in 2012] the 50th in
the nation in new business,”
Deschaine said. “The UBC
contributes to the well-being
of Maine by giving its young
entrepreneurs the opportunity to grow a Maine-based
business.”
A November 2014 Forbes
article cited Maine as the
49th best state for business,
ahead of Mississippi. Utah
was ranked first.
This year’s judges are
Maine Business School professor Shawn McKenna,
Blane Grimes of the Gulf
of Maine Institute, Ellsworth-based law firm Eaton
and Peabody attorney Jeff
Spaulding and returning
judge University of Maine
System Chancellor James
Page.
The winning finalist will
be awarded $5,000. There is
also a $5,000 prize for best
technology entry. Consulting services, such as lawyer
fees and marketing services,

are also awarded to all finalists. $15,000 in cash prizes
and $10,000 in consulting
services have been rewarded in the contest’s first two
years.
“The competition isn’t
just about money. It helps
business owners get connected with each other, get
their companies a lot of
press, and the needed help
to move forward,” UMaine
Business Challenge mentor Jesse Moriarity said in
a Maine Campus article on
Feb. 22, 2015. “At the end
of the day, it is about helping the state grow and create
more jobs.”
The UMaine Business
Challenge is sponsored by
the Maine Technology Institute, Blackstone Accelerates
Growth, UMaine Classes of
1944 and 2010, the Maine
Business School and the
Maine Center for Entrepreneurial
Development,
among others.
The Finalists
Explore Maine is a media
platform designed by UMaine students Eddie Gonnella
and Cody Rubner. Created
as a vehicle for the “efficient facilitation of outdoor
recreation and exploration
in Maine,” according to the
pairs’ business description,
the platform will foster expansion of Maine’s tourism
industry. Explore Maine

aims to directly connect customers and explorers with
the guides, companies, locations and goods they need
to experience Maine’s outdoors.
Limbeck
Engineering,
a business started by Freeport High School graduates
Nick Nelsonwood, Josef
Biberstein and Travis Libsack, is focused on creating a
remote-controlled submersible. This vehicle, named
RoboGoby by its developers, is designed for underwater exploration. The prototype was tested in September
2014. The team hopes the
UMaine Business Challenge
will help them “gain a better
understanding of how to sell
their product and be innovative,” while still doing something they enjoy, according
to their contest pitch.
Wanu is described as the
“iTunes of shopping” by
its Colby College creator
Jordan Nathan. Wanu is a
computer application that is
designed as a one-stop-shop
for every online shopping
experience, making this platform convenient, accessible
and understandable to its
broad user base.
Turkey-native
Nadir
Yildirim created the Orono-based Revolution Research Inc. in 2014 as an
eco-friendly
alternative
to petroleum-based prod-

ucts. His first product, insulation foam, is 95 percent recyclable, reusable
and compostable. Revolution Research Inc. won
the MIT-awarded Phase 0
Kickstarter Award for Small
Business Innovation Research in November 2014.
The company also offers
grant writing and consulting
services.
“In Mugla, Turkey, my
hometown, it never snows
and the coldest weather in
the winter is 25-30 degrees
with rain,” Yildirim said.
“When we moved to Maine,
I realized how important
thermal insulation is and
what a huge problem it can
be. Most of the insulation
foams on the market made
from polystyrene and styrofoam which have strong carcinogenic effects. We will
be offering the first and the
most eco-friendly product to
the market.”
Patrick Kearon and Noah
Safian founded Nabbit, a
location-based music sharing mobile application targeted at college students.
Designed to provide a commonplace between music
shopping and music sharing,
Nabbit allows users to anonymously share a short sound
clip of a song with everyone
in the area; users can text
comments about the clip, as
well.
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Sufjan Stevens

“Carrie & Lowell”

“It Follows”

Tom Happ Games

RADiUS-TWC

Asthmatic Kitty
Derrick Rossignol
Editor in Chief

RATING

If there’s one thing you
can expect from Sufjan Stevens, it’s... nothing, really. His
career is a series of dabblings,
to each of which he fully
commits. He tried avant-garde electronica with 2001’s
“Enjoy Your Rabbit,” ambitious orchestrated moments
in 2010’s “The Age of Adz,”
indie psych folk on “A Sun
Came,” a lot of acoustic stuff
of 2004’s “Seven Swans,” a
lot more sleigh bells on his
many Christmas EPs, and
a planned homage to every
state that he started in 2003
with “Michigan,” continued
in 2005 with “Illinois,” and
just might finish someday —
because he commits.
The point is that Stevens
can be predicted as well as
an NCAA basketball bracket can, especially after not
having released an album
since “The Age of Adz.” He’s
been gone for five years: who
knows what madness he’s
been cooking up all this time.
Instead of going out and
exploring the endless options
this great blue marble has to
offer, Stevens turned inward
and produced an intimate album named after his stepfather and mother, who passed
away in 2012. The instrumentation is soft and lovely, rooted
in acoustic stringed things and
not a hell of a lot else, at least
nothing else that dominates.
It seems the main function
of the prettiness of “Carrie &
Lowell,” aside from aesthetic
beauty, is to distract from the
fact that this album is pained.
“The only thing that keeps
me from driving this car /
Half-light, jack knife into the
canyon at night / Signs and
wonders: Perseus aligned
with the skull / Slain Medusa, Pegasus alight from us
all,” Stevens sings on “The
Only Thing.” The death of his
mother, a sporadic and unreliable presence in his life, still
managed to cut into him deeply, to the point where he has to
notice the beauty of nature to
realize that life is worthwhile.
He also makes similar allusions to religious texts, which
have been a common theme
in his music since the beginning.
He continues dealing with
the complicated relationship
between he and his mother in “Should Have Known

8.5
Better”: “I should have
known better / Nothing can
be changed / The past is still
the past / The bridge to nowhere / I should have wrote a
letter / Explaining what I feel,
that empty feeling,” he sings,
lamenting the lack of open
communication between he
and his mother while she was
still alive.
The rest of “Carrie &
Lowell” is ripe with examples
of pain resulting from this period of personal turmoil, such
as in “No Shade in the Shadow of the Cross”: “I slept on
my back in the shade of the
meadowlark / Like a champion / Get drunk to get laid /
I take one more hit when you
depart,” he sings, detailing the
period of debauchery he engaged in following his mother’s death as an attempt to escape from the feelings tearing
him apart.
In Stevens’ life, his mother’s absence was stronger then
her presence, both in terms of
duration and impact. “Carrie
& Lowell” is an extraordinarily introspective and personal
album, almost awkwardly so:
listening to Stevens display
his inner being so readily and
with such vulnerability was
not exactly unprecedented, as
he’s often made clear who he
is and what he’s about in his
music before, but this time,
it’s based on concrete personal experience.
We know exactly what
he’s reacting to and how he’s
doing it. “Carrie & Lowell”
is a painfully detailed document on how he dealt with
the loss of a presence that
was ultimately not there as
often as he would have liked.
He spiraled. Stevens changed
drastically because of the person he wished would have
changed for him, even if that’s
not something he would have
admitted during his life.
That’s what “Carrie &
Lowell” is: an admission. It’s
Stevens in a confessional and
we’re listening to one of the
most honest, open and hurt
detailings of sin and regret
ever committed to record.

Shane Verville
Contributor
While “It Follows”
could be considered a
step in the right direction for a new generation
of horror movies, it ultimately offers a flawed
and somewhat dragging
plot.
Starting with the positives: “It Follows” director and screenplay writer
David Robert Mitchell
had a pretty good idea
with the film’s plot as
an ever-changing creepy
face that follows an increasingly
desperate
subject whom no one
believes is sane, is a disturbing concept to say
the least. The idea that a
horrible curse could be
passed from person to
person is of course nothing new, but the idea that
the “follower” can take
the form of any person is
an intriguing idea. This
opens the possibility for
many different kinds of
scares, rather than the
typical overused jumpscare that almost every
modern horror movie has
beaten to death at this
point. A particular scene
in the film that captured
the extremely creepy vibe
that this film is targeting,
is when Jay is sitting in a
classroom and sees an old
woman in a hospital gown
out the window, walking
straight toward her from
across campus. This was
a great taste for how the
movie would present its
scares: slowly but surely.
While some of the plot
was indeed a unique and
clever idea, there were
aspects of it that detracted
from the finished product
as a whole. Most notably,
the way the curse was
passed between people:
by having sex. This alone
made the movie not scary.
This is where the movie
went from being a creepy
horror film, to a film that
students get shown in
health class. With this being a major point of the
plot throughout the movie, a more appropriate title would’ve been “Ghost
Herpes.” If there was
some kind of mystery as
to why the subjects were
being followed, instead

Axiom Verge

RATING

6
of just blatantly saying
“because sex” at the beginning of the movie, it
would make the events
that much creepier, because no one would know
why these weird things
were happening. The idea
that the following might
have randomly been assigned to an individual
regardless of character,
would’ve worked better
in terms of the scare factor. However, it is also
important to acknowledge that many modern
audiences have come to
expect explanations for
any movie plot points.
This is fine, but sex as an
explanation for a horror
film just doesn’t cut it.
The movie feels like
it’s two and a half hours,
despite a normal runtime.
This is due, in part, to the
pacing of the film’s plot.
It seemed like the events
that were most gripping
happened earlier in the
film. As the movie wears
on, the subject matter
takes a shift from a horror film to a young adult
film. This is where Jay’s
character starts to have
conflicting feelings for
her quirky friend Paul,
played by Keir Gilchrist,
and it starts to focus on
their love for eachother. While character development is good for
any movie, the pacing at
which these feelings were
developed seemed odd
and some of the scenes
between the two characters didn’t seem relevant
to the overall story arch.
While “It Follows”
has some encouragingly
unique ideas as to what
a horror movie can be,
its overall performance
was a bit underwhelming.
For audiences looking to
have a good scare at the
theater, you will find a
few in this film, but as
an overall experience, it
may be worth waiting to
watch on Netflix.

Matt Baucum
Contributor
“Axiom Verge” is not
what you expect. It is not
just a 16-bit platforming adventure. It does not just have
a chiptune soundtrack. And,
while it may certainly garner its inspiration from the
“Metroid” series, it is most
certainly not “Metroid.”
Perhaps it is just pure
nostalgia of games like
“Metroid,” “Zelda” or even
“Mario,” all of which have
their hold on sole creator
Tom Happ’s heart and inspiration, but “Axiom Verge”
manages to surprise players
with every step, every line
of dialogue and every item
collected.
The narrative is sparse,
with intermittent quips
showing up here or there.
All that is really known at
the beginning of the game is
that you, a scientist named
Trace, accidentally caused
an explosion during an experiment that sent you into
the strange, post-apocalyptic alien dimension of
Sudra. Despite being practically non-existent on the
surface, there is actually a
huge amount of lore associated with this game, told
either through the main
characters themselves, or
through notes found scattered around the map. In
addition, the environments
themselves tell a story, with
tall piles of bodies, overgrown fortresses and the
monstrous robotic husks
you’ll come across as you
explore the world of Sudra.
One of the most interesting things this game does
is its manipulation of the
16-bit graphic style. Everything itself is beautifully
animated despite the limited
graphical engine, but there
are also modern day effects
implemented, such as lighting, or shock wave.
Much like the graphics,
the music is also unique.
Much like a modern day
chiptune band, the melody is your typical bit tone,
while everything else is
fully recorded. This alone
would be cool, however the
soundtrack itself is incredibly well-written, reminiscent of ’80s horror movie
themes while still keeping a
modern trance edge to it.
As Trace, you’ll encoun-

RATING

10
ter many enemies on your
journey through Sudra.
While there is a fair difficulty curve, the later stages of
the game can be quite hard.
Fortunately, you’ll find a
slew of weapons to help out,
ranging from a shotgun that
shoots lightning bolts, to a
gun that fires single shots
that you can explode with
another press of the fire
button. The weapons themselves are very creative, and
not only that, there is no set
“better weapon.” The starting gun, a simple rifle, was
still a viable choice in later
fights.
In particular are the bosses. Each one has their own
pattern to memorize, but
otherwise, is open season
to any strategy you come
up with. One particular boss
has destructible weapons,
and depending on the order
you destroy them, it changes
accordingly to fit your style
of attack. At the same time,
some weapons are more effective against bosses, so if
you prefer a more thought
out approach, the game supports that as well.
Alongside guns are various power ups you’ll find to
help Trace get around, such
as a drill, or a grappling
hook. In particular, you’ll
eventually find a drone, a
spider-like robot that you
can control whenever you
want. While initially just a
way to explore tiny places,
the drone acts as a companion of sorts, upgrading
to become more useful as
you go. Without spoiling
too much, the drone quickly becomes one of the most
useful and meaningful tools
in the game.
“Axiom Verge” oozes
style and great gameplay.
At no point did it get stale,
confusing, or did it seem
like something could have
been done better. If you
own a Playstation 4, this is
an absolute must have, and
for only $20, you’re getting well over your money’s
worth.
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Matt & Kim, New Glow
All Time Low, Future Hearts
Delta Rae, After It All
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A Most Violent Year (on DVD)
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UMaine
Pride Week
2015

Events
Shane Verville
Contributor
Pride Week begins this
week, once again to celebrate
the LGBT community on
campus, a number of events
throughout the week have
been offered by Wilde Stein
and Student Government to
any UMaine students or faculty that have interest in par-

ticipating to help celebrate and
understand sexual diversity.
Monday, April 6:
Flag Raising, 12 p.m.
University Mall. Ceremonial
kick-off to Pride Week.
“Art and Pride: LGBT
Culture and Its Impact on
the Arts.” 4 to 6 p.m. 202
Lord Hall. This seminar will
discuss the involvement of
the LGBT community in the
world of writing, visual arts
and music and some lasting
impressions that have been
made on society as a result.

GenderGrid, 6 p.m. Totman Room, Union. This session will focus on the concept
of gender and how the term
itself is defined, as well as how
gender defines us.
Tuesday, April 7:
“Trans 101,” 5:30 p.m.
Totman Room, Union. This
educational lecture will focus
on bringing understanding to
what being transgender means
as well as emphasizing the acceptance of transgender people.

Wednesday, April 8:
Out for Work 11 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Walker Room,
Union.
Rainbow Bag Lunch 12
to 1 p.m. Career Center Library, Union.
Safe Zone 1 to 3 p.m.
Walker Room, Union. This
will be a time when members
of the LGBT community, as
well as allies can come together and embrace each other as
people in an environment that
is both respectful and supportive.

Thursday, April 9:
“LGBTea Party: The Importance of Pride” 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. Rainbow Resource
Center, Union. This session
will take time to discuss the
significance of sexual diversity and the ability to embrace
each other’s differences for allies and members of the LGBT
community alike.
Kristin Beck, Speaker, 5
p.m. Bangor Room, Union.
Beck will talk about issues of
sexual diversity and the challenges presented by being

oneself. Beck served as a U.S.
Navy Seal for 20 years and
came into the public eye in
2013, when she openly came
out as transgender.
Dinner with Kristin Beck,
6:30 p.m. the Wilson Center.
The event will give attendees
and those interested a chance
to eat and greet with the accomplished veteran and author.
Friday, April 10:
Eastern Maine AIDS NetSee Events on A10

LGBTQ Community Voices
By Alan Bennett
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who aren’t very bi-friendly,” Pettegrow
said. “It makes it harder to create that safe
environment even within these sorts of
spaces.”
And so, as the senior work study coordinator of the Rainbow Resource Center,
Pettegrow works to promote an environment where everyone feels safe, welcome
and accepted.
“I try to work really hard to highlight
a lot of unrepresented LGBT groups,” she
said.
Pettegrow described a student who came
in recently who identified as bisexual, but
was previously afraid of talking to anyone
about her sexuality. With Pettegrow’s help,
and with help from others at the center, the
student began to accept who she was.
Pettegrow says self-recognition is one
of the hardest parts of being in the LGBT
community. She says there’s never really a
good time to come out to friends and family,
but remaining closeted just masks one’s true
self.
“For me personally, being out is really
important. When you’re not out, there’s so
much just little things that you say and do
that you have to tweak,” she said. “It’s exhausting.”

Shane Verville
Contributor
Sitting in a quiet office
near the back of the Memorial Union’s first floor, Robyn
King works at her desk as the
morning shuffle of students
carries on outside her door.

Everyone else has yet to arrive, but King has already
started her work. There’s
much to do, especially when
you’re acting President of
Wilde Stein with Pride Week
around the corner.
Wilde Stein, a UMaine
organization for sexual di-

W

hen one thinks of a “coming out”
story, Russia doesn’t exactly come to mind
as the perfect setting. The country, known for
its particularly strict intolerance for LGBT
rights, was the setting of one University of
Maine student’s coming out story, but one
less often heard.
“I’m sitting at a bar in Russia, and I come
out as being trans in Russia, to two of my
main colleagues,” Kaylyn Queen, who identifies as male and goes by the name Aleks,
said. “It was a really interesting experience
trying to be someone you’re not in a culture
that doesn’t accept who you really are.”
The graduate school trip, which took
place last May, was accompanied by Wayne
Maines, father of Nicole Maines, the transgender girl who was now famously denied
access to the girls’ bathroom at the Asa
Adams School in Orono, and whose case
against the school district resulted in $75,000
awarded to Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders and Portland-based Berman Simmons, which represented Maines, according
to the Bangor Daily News. Having Maines
on the trip served as an inspiration for Queen
to open up about his identity, in Russia of all
places.
“It was in Russia that I really started to
accept who I was,” Queen said.
Queen, who studies business management
and international business, said preparing for
the trip was easy in many respects, but difficult because he had to stifle his identity.
“I knew what I was getting into. I didn’t
cut my hair, I didn’t bring clothes that were
strictly male clothing. I was very aware of
the dangers of what was happening,” Queen
said. But in describing his coming out, Queen
said: “I can be emotional about this, but at
the same time I have to be quiet about it.”
But that’s where UMaine comes in.

versity, plays a large role in
the LGBTQ community on
campus. This organization is
responsible for many events
throughout the year like
Coming Out Week or Gay
Thanksgiving.
“Wilde Stein is quite old:
it’s 41 years-old. For an or-

Alek
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f you’ve ever stopped by the Rainbow
Resource Center on the second floor of the
Union, you’ve probably met her. She leads
“LGBTea” parties, works to create safe, accepting spaces on campus, and counsels numerous students in their times of need.
She makes it look easy. But it hasn’t always been so. A proud bisexual member of
the University of Maine community, Kristina Pettegrow, who is from East Machias,
Maine, was raised to keep silent about her
sexuality.
“I came from a really conservative, small
town in Maine, so even being out, talking
about anything LGBT was not an option,”
Pettegrow said. “For the most part, I don’t
tell a lot of people where I work.”
When Pettegrow started at the University,
a whole new world opened up for her. Between her studies in psychology, women’s
and gender studies and sociology, she found
time to take part in LGBT activities in an environment she no longer had to fear.
“Coming to the campus and even just
seeing this sort of thing, seeing that this is
a place where that sort of thing can happen,
and that we can have these sorts of conversations. It’s really important,” she said.
Quite the opposite of her hometown,
where she recounts one recent experience
in a gas station in which she forgot she was
wearing a neon pink, “Here and Queer” shirt.
“Nobody would look at me,” she said.
Which is why she works everyday to create a safe space for members of the LGBT
community at UMaine. An often underrepresented group within the LGBT community
— regardless of its contribution as the “B”
— bisexuals tend to face scrutiny from all
sexual orientations, straight and gay alike.
“That’s a problem even within the community, occasionally coming across people
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Through UMaine, Queen went to Russia,
and through UMaine, he found acceptance.
“I came out about it more recently in
the last couple of years of finally accepting who I am. Through that, I’ve lost some
friends, I’ve gained some new friends,”
Queen said. “I’m supportive of those other
members in the community, and it’s really just about creating a family where you
might not have other support.”
Queen works to create that support
among the University community by helping people understand transphobic language, and has found solace in UMaine’s
active LGBT community. To him, Pride
Week symbolizes self and community acceptance of unique differences.
“Embrace who you are. It doesn’t matter if your family supports you; you know
you have other community members that
support you,” Queen said. “[Pride Week]
gives you a chance to network with other
students who might have similar experiences to you, or who are going to be there
and support you regardless of, ‘Oh, your
gender’s this,’ or ‘Your sexuality’s that.’”
“It lets you build a friendship and a
family where you don’t have to worry,” he
said.

ganization that stands for
something quite revolutionary, we’re pretty traditional,”
King said.
As the leader of such an
organization, King acknowledges that she has a careful
responsibility to give voice
to those she represents.

“I’m actually a straight
ally, so when I’m running my
office as President, I’m sure
to listen very carefully and
not overstep, because I’m
not in the LGBT community
See Ally on A10
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Baseball swept by Stony Brook in opener
Anthony Panciocoo
Sports Editor
Spring came for just a
day last week, but that was
enough for the University of
Maine baseball team to play
their season opener, a double-header Friday afternoon
against Stony Brook University. The Black Bears dropped
both games, the first one 3-1
and the second 8-5 in thirteen
innings.
UMaine fell to 1-3 in conference play, while the Seawolves improved their America East-best mark to 6-2.
UMaine falls in extras
Friday’s first game was
a slugfest that saw a combined 36 hits between the two
teams. The Seawolves outlasted the Black Bears thanks
to three runs in the thirteenth
inning.
The game was scoreless
until the bottom of the second
when third-year catcher Kevin Stypulkowski and thirdyear first baseman Brendan
Geary both scored on singles
for an early 2-0 advantage.
The Black Bears scored
again when fourth-year pitcher and infielder Scott Heath
doubled to left field and
was advanced on a fielder’s
choice, eventually scoring on
a sacrifice fly that was hit by
fourth-year outfielder Brian
Doran to extend the UMaine
lead to three.
The Seawolves got on the
board in the top of the fifth
after an odd sequence. Firstyear infielder Andruw Gazzo-

la reached first singled to left
field and advanced on a wild
pitch and then a balk. Gazzola scored on a fielder’s choice
to put the Seawolves on the
board.
Maine would add a run in
the sixth, but knotted things
up with three runs in the
seventh and eighth innings.
Gazzola scored on an error
by Stypulski. Two batters later first-year infielder Bobby
Honeyman scored unearned
on a a single by second-year
Jeremy Giles.
Stony Brook tied the game
in the next inning when the
Seawolves rattled off three
straight singles. Second-year
infielder Toby Handley scored
on a sacrifice bunt, sending
the game into extra innings.
Each team scored in the
12th inning, setting the stage
for a three-run 13th inning
from Stony Brook. They
jumped on third-year pitcher
Charlie Butler. Honeyman
singled to right field and was
advanced to second on a Peragine walk. Handey singled
him in before third-year outfielder Jeff Parenty doubled
in two more for the three-run
advantage.
Butler got the loss for
the Black Bears, giving up
three runs in one inning of
work. First-year starter Justin
Courtney pitched well, going
6.2 innings and giving up one
earned run.
The win went to first-year
Teddy Rodliff, who gave up
one run in five innings of relief.

Logan Fullmer pitches a strike in Friday’s game against Stony Brook

Black Bears drop tight
contest
The Black Bears scored
in the first inning of the first
game, but were held in check
for the rest of the contest.
First-year Stony Brook starter Kevin Kernan gave up the
early one but settled down,
throwing four strong innings
in which he struck out two
and gave up four hits.
Fourth-year
outfielder
Sam Balzano singled to lead
off the game for the Black
Bears, increasing his batting
average to .345 on the year.

Third-year infielder Shane
Bussey advanced him to third
on a bloop single to left field
and Balzano scored on a sacrifice fly from fourth-year
pitcher Scott Heath for the
Black Bears’ lone run.
The Seawolves jumped on
Heath early, posting a run in
the top of the second. Fourthyear infielder Robert Chavarria opened the inning with a
double and advanced to third
on an error by Bussey. Thirdyear third baseman Johnny
Caputo knocked him in with
a single up the middle, tying

Elizabeth Holt, Staff Photographer

things at one run apiece.
Stony Brook scored again
in the fourth by using some
small ball. Chavarria walked
to lead things off and advanced to second base on a
sacrifice bunt. He scored his
second run of the game on a
single by first-year Malcolm
Nachmanoff for a 2-1 Seawolves advantage.
The Seawolves tacked on
an insurance run in the top
of the ninth. Fourth-year infielder Cole Pelagrine singled
to right field and was scored
when second-year outfielder

Toby Handley ripped a triple to right, ensuring Stony
Brook a 3-1 victory.
Heath pitched a solid
game, throwing seven innings and giving up three
runs and striking out four
batters. Kernan got the win
for the Seawolves, while second-year pitcher Cameron
Stone picked up his first save
of the year, throwing three
scoreless innings of work.
The Black Bears will take
the field again when they
host Thomas College Tuesday at 5 p.m.

Bogdonavich leads
Baseball contracts
softball to conference outpay other pro
win against Albany
sports leagues
10 batters. Bogdonavich
improved her record to
7-3 on the season with 81
strikeouts.
The game was a pitcher’s duel that featured the
league leading pitcher in
Bogdonavich and its third
best statistical pitcher in
first-year Albany starter
Devin Durando.
Bogdonavich is a large
reason the Black Bears lead
the America East Confer-

successful hitter for Maine
on the day, recording two
of the three hits that the
It had been nearly three
Black Bears had on the
weeks since the University
day.
of Maine softball team was
Durando played well,
able to take the field after
pitching six innings and
six games were cancelled
giving up just one earned
due to weather.
run but was outdueled
They finally returned to
by Bogdanavich. Duranthe field Sunday, when they
do now sits at 7-2 on the
travelled to the Universiyear with a miniscule 2.79
ty at Albany for a doubleearned run average.
header that was shortened
The Black Bears scored
to a single
again
in
contest.
the
sixth,
The Black
though this
Bears came
time
the
out on top
run
was
Fourth-year pitcher Alexis Bogdonavich
2-0.
The
unearned.
was nearly perfect Sunday, throwing a
series was
Fourth-year
complete game two-hitter and striking out
supposed to
outfielder
10 batters.
take place
Emj Fogel
in
Maine
led off the
but had to
inning with
be moved
a single and
due
to
advanced
weather, meaning that even ence in earned run average to second when third-year
though the game took place with a 2.96 ERA, nearly catcher Janelle Bouchard
in Albany, they were still a point lower than second walked. They both adconsidered home games for place University of Mary- vanced thanks to a sacrithe Black Bears.
land-Baltimore County.
fice bunt and Fogel came
The Black Bears imThe Black Bears drew up with a heads-up play
proved their record to 12- first blood in the bottom of when she was able to score
13 on the year with a 1-0 the third inning. First-year on a passed ball to give the
conference mark, placing utility player Erica Leon- Black Bears a 2-0 lead.
them at second in the con- ard launched a solo hoThe error was a rare
ference. The Great Danes mer off of Durando for her fielding miscue for the
sit at 13-8 with an 0-1 con- third home run of the year, Great Danes, who lead the
ference mark.
which ties her for first on league in team fielding.
Fourth-year
pitcher the team with third-year
The Black Bears will
Alexis Bogdonavich was catcher Janelle Bouchard finish up their series against
nearly perfect Sunday, and fourth-year infielder Albany Monday with a
throwing a complete game Nikki Byron
doubleheader. The games
two-hitter and striking out
Leonard was the most will start at 11:30 a.m.
Anthony Panciocco
Sports Editor

Cody Lachance
Contributor
Just about every child
growing up who falls in
love with a sport dreams
of making a living in that
sport when they grow up.
Pee-wee football players
dream to be the next Tom
Brady or Peyton Manning,
Saturday morning rec. basketball players dream of
becoming the next LeBron
James, and little leaguers
idolize the likes of David
Ortiz and Miguel Cabrera.
And while every kid
says they want to be a
pro athlete for the love of
the game, the paycheck
doesn’t hurt either. Each
year, the NFL, MLB, NHL
and NBA spend hundreds
of millions of dollars on
players’ salaries without
batting an eyelash.
So if a kid were to be
equally talented in all
of the four major sports
in America, which one
should they choose? In
terms of the money and
the contracts, it isn’t even
close.
Major League Baseball
hands out fully guaranteed
contracts to every player
who signs a deal with a
team. While there are some
ways to get out of deals, as
long as players stay out of
jail and don’t retire, they’ll
get their money. This is
different than other sports,

where they only guarantee
a limited amount of the
contracts and are littered
with opt-out clauses.
Compare that to the
NFL where the only money actually guaranteed to
a player is defined as a
“guaranteed signing bonus” and the NFL looks
like a joke of a players
union compared to Major League Baseball. If a
baseball player signs a sixyear deal for $60 million
contract and blows out his
knee in spring training, the
team is still obligated to
pay him.
In the NFL, if a player
signs the same deal and
doesn’t get a signing bonus, the team can cut him if
they want and not owe him
a dime. You kids out there
reading this still thinking
about picking football over
baseball?
Not only is the guaranteed money a bonus, but
there is simply more money in contracts for players
in baseball. This past offseason, Ndamukong Suh
who is widely considered
as one of the best players
in the NFL, got $60 million in guaranteed money
which was the most for any
defensive player in NFL
history. Rookie Rusney
Castillo received a $72.5
million contract before he
ever stepped foot onto an
MLB baseball diamond.

The NBA is a popular choice, with athletes
making nearly $1 million
more per year than Major
League Baseball, though
the largest contracts in
sports are nearly all MLB
players. The top six largest
contracts ever are owned
by pro baseball players, as
well as 14 out of 15 of the
top contracts.
While the NFL is the
most popular league in
America, if a kid has a
chance to pick which sport
to play professionally the
answer should be baseball.
Although there are a lot
more games, the wear and
tear on the body is much
less than either the NFL,
NHL, or even NBA.
Playing in the NFL, you
run the risk of injuries and
concussions that have become a huge concern in
the game today. The average career length of an
NFL player is 3.3 years according to the NFL Players
Association, which is more
than two years shorter than
the 5.6 year average for
baseball players. A longer
career means more money.
Get paid the best contracts in American professional sports, have the
lowest chance for injury,
and get to play the most
laid back sport. If you had
a choice, baseball gives
athletes the most value for
their efforts.
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Chappell a difference-maker for baseball team
Spencer Bergholtz
Contributor
The University of Maine
baseball team is off to a tough
start to the season, with a 9-16
overall record and 1-3 conference mark.
That’s not to say that there
are not some encouraging
signs for the team, including
the addition of a transfer talent from Illinois in third-year
Brett Chappell for this season.
Chappell played his first
season at Northern Illinois

University and then a season
of junior college baseball at
Parkland College. He now is
the Black Bears’ starting second baseman, and bats in the
cleanup spot of the batting
order.
Chappell played baseball
for Rock Falls High School,
coached by his father in his
home state of Illinois. Chappell had quite the high school
baseball career, garnering
some impressive accomplishments. He was player of the
year twice, a first-team allstate selection his senior year

and was named Quad City
Times player of the year. He
also had a jaw dropping batting average of .500 on the
season, and just dominated
the competition.
Chappell didn’t miss a
beat after high school, playing as a captain at Parkland,
where he hit .365 with three
home runs last season.
Chappell may be far away
from home, but he has had
no trouble adjusting to the
school or baseball team and is
off to a great start this season.
“Right off the bat I’ve

NHL regular season
drawing to a close; teams
gear up for playoffs
it to the Eastern Conference
Finals before being knocked
off the by New York Rangers in six games.
The
Penguins
have
struggled in the playoffs
in the last few years and
are currently sputtering to
the finish line this season
tied for the wild card spot
with the Boston Bruins.
Pittsburgh did not make it
out of the quarterfinals last
season, and that was when
they were a division winner
playing a wild card team.
Not that the situation has
reversed itself, the Pens will
probably not make it out of
the first round. There is only
so much Sidney Crosby and
Evgeni Malkin can do when
goaltending has been what
sinks them in the playoffs.

Howard, Gustav Nyquist
and company will look to
dominate the ice with their
As the National Hockspeed and overall talent.
ey League regular season
With both goalies posting
winds to a close in the next
similar stats, and each team
week, 16 teams will look to
hiding so many weapons,
extend their season into the
this series could need all
Stanley Cup Playoffs. For
seven games.
some squads, their playoff
New York Rangers v.
fate has already been sealed
Boston Bruins (Conferas seven teams have already
ence Winner v. 2nd Wild
made the playoffs. For the
Card)
other nine teams, these final
This series could change
games will be very importa bit, seeing as both the Bruant for their playoff picture.
ins and the Penguins are tied
As of right now, the last
for this final spot. For now,
five playoff spots in the
the Bruins are in possession
Eastern Conference are still
of the final playoff spot in
up for grabs, with two teams
the conference, holding off
still in the hunt for the wild
both the Ottawa Senators
card spots, while the Westand the Florida Panthers.
ern conference has four
The Rangers have had a
playoff spots remaining,
successful season, claiming
also
with
the Eastern
two
other
Conference
teams in the
crown and
wild
card
looking for
hunt. Most
revenge afThe last five playoffs spots in the Eastern
teams have
ter
taking
Conference are still up for grabs, with two
about four
a loss in
teams still in the hunt for the wild card
the Stanley
or
fewer
spots.
Cup finals
games relast season.
maining in
They
are
the season,
currently
which for
on a threesome teams
are vital to their chancTampa Bay Lightning game winning streak and
es, but for the purposes of v. Detroit Red Wings (2nd continue to dominate to the
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had a really good connection
with everybody, having that
connection has really helped
make the transition easy,”
Chappell said.
He is currently batting
.352 on the year, with a
team-leading 23 RBI and six
doubles. He approaches his
at-bats with patience, one at
a time.
“It’s staying simple, not
trying to do to much up
there,” he said.
While tearing it up at the
plate, his defense has been
flawless so far in conference

play. Though it may be early
in conference play, Chappell
is yet to record an American
East error.
While the team is up to a
tough start, two of their conference losses came in extra innings and easily could
have been wins for the Black
Bears.
Chappell is still very confident in the team and believes they can still win the
conference.
“Our goal is to win the
America East, hopefully get
to a regional and see what we

can do there,” he said. “It’s
just a matter of getting on a
hot streak which we’re capable of doing.”
Chappell is certainly doing all he can at the plate and
defensively to try and accomplish winning the conference
title.
Chappell has a dream of
playing professional baseball
but if that doesn’t pan out,
then he wants to become a
teacher. His goal is to attend
graduate school to get his
masters and become an athletic director.

Curry, Warriors
set to make deep
NBA playoffs run
Adam Hitchcock
Contributor
The NBA playoffs are almost upon us, and there are
two teams that are on a collision course of destiny: The
Cleveland Cavaliers and the
Golden State Warriors.
The path couldn’t be
clearer for the Cavs, as the
Eastern Conference has been
parting like the Red Sea as of
late for Cleveland.
The Bulls were once considered the favorites, but yet
another Derrick Rose injury
has all but eliminated them
from serious title contention. Even if Rose does come
back, don’t expect to see the
Bulls in the NBA Finals.
The Miami Heat, a potential first-round matchup
for Cleveland, seem to be
fading as the season draws
to a close. Had Chris Bosh
not suffered from blood clots
and been shut down for the
season, the Heat would have
to be serious Eastern Conference contenders. Even
with the emergence of Hassan Whiteside and the addition of Goran Dragic, it will
not be enough come playoff
time and they will struggle to
wrestle a playoff spot away
from the Indiana Pacers.
The Toronto Raptors and
the Washington Wizards
were two teams that a lot
of people picked to make a
deep playoff run at the beginning of the season, but
both have struggled the past
two months, and now they
are likely to meet in the first
round. Both these teams
have incredible young talent,
but both seem to be a year or
two away from being able to
make a serious run at a title.
The only team in the East
that pose a legitimate threat
to Cleveland are the Atlanta Hawks. They have had
the best record in the East
all season, and many people
call them “The Spurs of the
East”. They move the ball
incredibly well, and have a
great starting five willing to

share the ball and who don’t
care who scores. This is usually a formula for success
in the postseason, but not
this year. While they would
have home court advantage
against the Cavs in the Conference Finals, Cleveland
would be favorites for one
reason and one reason only:
they have LeBron James.
James has been to the
Finals each of the past four
years, winning two of them.
While team basketball is
pretty to watch and fundamentally sound, the fact is
superstars win titles, with
few exceptions. Since 2000,
Kobe Bryant, Tim Duncan
and LeBron James have
won 11 titles. At least one
of them have appeared in
all but one, in 2006. Those
other four years? The 2008
Boston Celtics lead by Ray
Allen, Kevin Garnett and
Paul Pierce. The 2006 Miami
Heat lead by Dwayne Wade
and Shaquille O’Neal. The
2011 Dallas Mavericks lead
by Dirk Nowitzki and Jason
Kidd. The only team since
the turn of the century to win
a championship without a superstar were the 2004 Detroit
Pistons. While the Atlanta
Hawks play great team basketball, the Cavs have LeBron, and history tells us that
can make the difference.
Out in the wild Western
Conference, The Warriors
have a date with destiny in
June. The road to the Finals
may be tougher than ever
before, but Golden State is
ready to take their place as
the next dynasty in the NBA.
Obviously the San Antonio
Spurs,
defending
champs, will have something
to say about that. Many people would favor the Spurs
against the Warriors if they
were to meet in the postseason. In order for that to
happen, San Antonio would
have to get past either Houston or Memphis. The Spurs
are getting older whether
Popovich wants to admit it
or not, and Houston has a po-

tential MVP in James Harden
along with Dwight Howard,
and Memphis has maybe the
best frontcourt in the game
in Zach Randolph and Marc
Gasol. Any of these three
teams could defeat Golden
State in a seven game series,
but can they after having to
win two grueling series first?
Perhaps the biggest challenger to the Warriors in the
loaded Western Conference
are the Los Angeles Clippers. A popular pick to win it
all back in October, the Clips
had a rough few months on
their way to finding their
rhythm. The Clippers-Warriors are the best rivalry going in the NBA, and it would
be incredibly fun to see these
two battle it out in the Western Conference Finals, but
the Warriors would win out
in the end.
They have the likely MVP
in Stephen Curry, an All-Star
in Klay Thompson, likely
Defensive Player of the Year
in Draymond Green and likely Coach of the Year in Steve
Kerr. Harrison Barnes is an
elite wing defender and Andrew Bogut, when healthy,
is an elite rim protector.
Leandro Barbosa can shoot
the lights out off the bench,
Marreese Speights and David Lee provide a plethora
of size off the bench, and
Shaun Livingston and Andre
Igoudala are great defenders.
Golden State even has the
best fan base in the Association, providing a college-like
atmosphere for the Warriors.
No one is beating them, East
or West.
The Warriors will win the
title this year. Cleveland is
good, and they will run over
the East, but LeBron will
struggle just like he did in
his first year with the Heat.
The only difference is he lost
to the Mavericks that year, a
team that had hit its peak and
started to fall off. This time
around, an older LeBron will
have to go through the next
great dynasty in the NBA:
the Golden State Warriors.
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Track and field dominates at New Hampshire
Adam Hitchcock
Contributor
The University of Maine
Black Bears track and field
kicked off the 2015 outdoor
season on Saturday at arch
rival University of New
Hampshire (UNH) with the
men taking first overall and
the women taking third.
The men’s team was able
to capture five individual first
place finishes. Fourth-year
thrower Alexander Parenteau
won the javelin with an impressive throw of 55.65 meters.
The Black Bears were
dominant in the distance
events. Second-year distance
runner Levi Frye carried over
the success from his dominant indoor season, taking
home first in the 3000-meter
steeplechase with a time of
10:18.76.
Maine also saw fourthyear distance runner Jake
Leithiser win the 800-meter
run in a time of 2:04.43, and
fourth-year distance runner
Jarrod Lenfest take first in the
5000-meter run in 15:44.16.
Third-year jumper Julian Hubbard was also able
to keep his momentum rolling from indoor to outdoor,
winning the triple jump with
13.80 meter jump.
Other notable finishes
on the men’s side included
third-year sprinter Michael
Lucas placing second in the
400-meter hurdles with a
time of 59.51 and fourth-year
jumper Herby Lafortune fin-

The women’s team took second place at UNH.

ished second in the long jump
with a jump of 6.52 meters.
The Maine men’s team
finished with a total of 146
points, good for first overall
at the meet.
On the women’s side,
second-year thrower Ashley
Donohoe had a big day, winning both the shot put and the

discus with throws of 12.09
meters and 39.51 meters respectively.
Both the 4x100 and 4x400
meter relays were able to
capture first for the Black
Bears. The 4x400 meter relay included second-year
sprinter Teal Jackson, firstyear sprinter Kaitlin Saulter,
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fourth-year distance runner Mary Scanlan and second-year distance runner
Kelsey Maxim. The 4x100
meter relay included thirdyear sprinter Katelyn Guilmette, second-year sprinter
Grace MacLean, Jackson and
third-year pole vaulter Jaclyn
Masters.

Other notable finishes on
the women’s side included
second-year distance runner
Hannah Stefl winning the
3000-meter steeplechase in
13:51.52, fourth-year thrower Robyn McFetters winning
the hammer throw with a
53.52 meter throw and Jaclyn Masters winning the pole

vault with a 3.72 meter vault.
The women were able to
capture third overall at the
meet, scoring 147 points as
a team.
The track and field teams
will be back in action at the
Wildcat Invitational on April
11 at the University of New
Hampshire.

Top 20 athletes of the past 20 years
Jacob Posik
Staff Writer
ESPN released a list of
their top 20 players in the
last 20 years last week, and
to any real sports fan, it was
an embarrassment.
The list featured a host
of athletes that were caught
using performance enhancing drugs and other illegal
substances, and it completely omitted several tremendous players. Overall,
the list was a popularity
contest. The only hockey
player on their list was
Sidney Crosby, who took
20th place overall, despite
there being so many more
well-accomplished hockey
players in the last 20 years
other than Crosby.
So, I offer my own list.
One that grades athletes
from 1995-2015 based on a
slew of different categories,
including overall statistics,
milestone career accomplishments, championship
titles, longevity of their career, and relevancy in their
respective sports.
20)
Jaromir
Jagr
(NHL)
Jagr is 43 years old and
still significant in the NHL,
being traded to the Florida Panthers just before the
trade deadline this year
from the New Jersey Devils.
It doesn’t matter how old
this guy is, he’ll play forever. While his two titles with
the Penguins came before
1995, he won four straight
Art Ross trophies as the top
point-scorer in the league
from 1997-2001. Fourteen
years later, his wrist shot is
as accurate as ever. He has
the experience to grind out
tough minutes in playoff
hockey, and is an impact
player no matter what roster
he is on. The longevity of
his career speaks volumes
about his athletic abilities.
19)
Curtis
Martin
(NFL)
It only took Curtis Martin 11 years to become the
fourth overall leading rusher in NFL history. He averaged four yards per-carry
throughout his career and
was an absolute workhorse

for the New York Jets. I
think Patriots fans still
might be upset they lost this
guy early in his career. He
averaged nearly 100 yards
per game throughout his career, totaling 14,101 career
yards before he hung up his
cleats. The way pro football
has transformed into a passing league over the years,
we might not see someone
put up numbers like this
again.
18) Michael Strahan
(NFL)
Strahan totaled 141.5
sacks in his 15-year football
career, and was a force to be
reckoned with wherever he
lined up defensively for the
New York Giants. He was
the defensive player of the
year in 2001 when he set the
single season sack record in
NFL history with 22.5. He
also was the NFC defensive
player of the year for a pair
of seasons and won a Super
Bowl in his final season in
2007, making him one of
the most dominant defensive players in NFL history.
17) Patrick Roy (NHL)
Many of Roy’s career
accomplishments occurred
before 1995, but you can’t
knock this guy for what he
did for the game of hockey. He is one of the greatest goalies to ever play the
game, and he was still relevant during his last seasons in the sport. He won
the Conn Smythe trophy in
the 2000-2001 season as the
most valuable player of the
Stanley Cup Finals, leading
the Colorado Avalanche to
the title that year.
16) Jimmie Johnson
(NASCAR)
Johnson is the greatest
driver the sport has seen
in the last 20 years, and if
he wins a few more Sprint
Cup titles, he may go down
as the greatest of all time.
Regardless of whether
you consider NASCAR a
professional sport or not,
winning five straight championships in anything is difficult to accomplish. He did
just that from 2006-2010
and has racked up 71 wins
thus far in his career.
15) Lionel Messi (Soc-

cer)
Messi has single-handedly made soccer relevant
in the United States, attracting the attention of
American soccer fans with
his spectacular goal-scoring
abilities. Messi was named
the best soccer player in
the world four consecutive
times, from 2009-2012.
There is no telling what this
man will accomplish by the
end of his career.
14) LeBron James
(NBA)
This is where King
James belongs. James has
two titles and four MVP’s,
which speaks volumes of
his athletic ability, but he
hasn’t done enough to win
me over. There are still several players in the NBA who
have won more titles and
made more of an impact in
the sport than LeBron has in
the last 20 years. That’s not
to say that LeBron won’t be
the best to ever play by the
end of his career, but it has
still yet to be seen.
13) Mariano Rivera
(MLB)
Where was this guy
on ESPN’s list? He is the
greatest closer to ever play
professional baseball. He
has 652 career saves and
notched 1,173 strikeouts
along the way. He saved at
least 25 games in 15 consecutive seasons and had
an ERA under 2.00 for 11
straight seasons, both records in the major leagues.
Rivera was one of the most
consistent player in the
Yankees organization for
nearly 20 years, and helped
lead the team to five World
Series pennants.
12) Tim Duncan (NBA)
The Big Fundamental.
This guy has played pure
basketball for 18 seasons in
the NBA. He is probably the
most technically sound big
man to ever play the game.
Duncan can kiss a shot off
the glass from practically
anywhere on the floor, and
he’s a strong presence in the
paint even at the age of 38.
He’s won five championships and two MVP awards
with the San Antonio Spurs.
11) Usain Bolt (Track)

He’s the fastest man on
the planet, and one of the
most accomplished runners
we’ve ever seen. He was the
first Olympic runner to win
six gold medals in sprinting
events. He is the first person
in the world to hold both the
100 and 200-meter world
records. Athlete is an understatement when it comes to
Usain Bolt.
10) Serena Williams
(Tennis)
What hasn’t Serena Williams accomplished in her
tennis career? She’s the
most accomplished woman
to ever play the sport. She
has 65 singles titles and 22
doubles titles in tennis, including one singles gold
medal in the 2012 London
Olympics and three doubles Olympic gold medals
shared with her sister Venus.
9) Shaquille O’Neal
(NBA)
Shaq, The Big Aristotle,
The Big Cactus and the list
of nicknames goes on. What
a presence this guy was in
the paint for the Magic,
Lakers and Heat throughout
his career. The only thing
this guy couldn’t do on a
basketball court was hit a
free throw. Shaq won four
titles, three of them consecutively between 2000-2002
with the Lakers. Nobody
wanted to get between Shaq
and the rim, and if they did,
they’re probably on a poster
in your bedroom.
8) Roger Federer (Tennis)
Roger Federer is the
greatest tennis player to
ever live. He’s won 84 singles titles throughout his
career, including 17 grand
slam titles, and eight doubles titles. Federer is one
of seven tennis players ever
to win all four major titles,
including Wimbledon on
seven occasions. He’s the
only player ever to reach
the finals in every Grand
Slam tournament at least
five times, easily making
Federer a top ten athlete in
the last 20 years.
7) Floyd Mayweather
Jr. (Boxing)
Mayweather is a perfect

47-0 in the ring. Boxing is
the toughest sport to play
and to win 47 consecutive
bouts shows how tremendous Mayweather is as an
athlete. He’s yet to be seen
in the ring against Manny
Pacquiao, but the world
will get its wish on May 2
of this year. Regardless of
the outcome of that fight,
Mayweather is one of the
greatest athletes the sport
has ever seen.
6) Derek Jeter (MLB)
Has there been a more
consistent performer, in any
professional sport over the
last 20 years, than Derek
Jeter? I don’t think so. This
guy can get you a clutch
hit when you need it and is
one of the best shortstops to
ever play baseball. He won
five World Series pennants
for the Yankees and blasted
his 3000th career hit over
the wall and into the stands
in his 17th season. Baseball
won’t be the same without
him.
5) Tiger Woods (Golf)
A lot of scandals have
encompassed Woods’ golf
career in recent years, but
this guy owned the sport for
nearly a decade. He has the
second most all time wins
on the PGA circuit with 79,
and has won 14 majors over
his career. Woods has been
the PGA Player of the Year
11 times. We’ve seen him
put the green jacket on after
the Master’s Tournament
on four occasions. Tiger is
the best golfer in the modern era. He’s significantly
dropped off towards the end
of his career, but Woods
will remain a sports legend
forever.
4) Michael Jordan
(NBA)
I know, this one is hard
to swallow, but hear me
out. Michael Jordan is arguably the greatest athlete
that American professional
sports has ever seen, but we
have to look at his body of
work over the last 20 years.
He won three straight titles
at the end of the ‘90s, but
after that, MJ just wasn’t the
same wearing number 45 as
he was wearing number 23.
Still the greatest basketball

player ever, but given the
time constraints with this
list, it’s hard to place him
above the remaining athletes on this list.
3) Kobe Bryant (NBA)
Kobe has done it all in
his career. He has five titles,
all falling within the last 20
years. Two of them came
without Shaq, which many
thought he couldn’t do.
Until his most recent injury plagued seasons, Bryant
was a consistent performer
for the Lakers, and one of,
if not the best, in the league.
If I need a basket with the
game on the line, Kobe Bryant is my guy.
2) Tom Brady (NFL)
I’m not sure how ESPN
had this guy in fourth on
their list. As a Dolphins fan,
it’s hard for me to accept
this, but Tom Brady is the
best football player we’ve
seen in the last 20 years. His
first Super Bowl title came
in 2001, and his most recent
came in 2015. He’s been
incredible for the New England Patriots for so many
years. He takes no-name
wide receivers and turns
them into pro-bowl players
in only a season. Four Super Bowl rings, three Super
Bowl MVP’s. Honestly, it’s
hard not to rank Brady first.
1) Martin Brodeur
(NHL)
My blood was boiling
when I saw that Brodeur
was omitted from ESPN’s
list. Brodeur is statistically the best goalie to ever
play in NHL history. He’s
won the Jennings trophy for
fewest goals allowed in a
season five different times,
and the Vezina trophy for
top goalie in the league on
four occasions. Brodeur
won two Stanley Cup titles
with the New Jersey Devils,
and holds nearly every major goalie statistic measured
in the sport. In the regular
season, he has 690 wins
and 125 shutouts, along
with 113 wins and 24 shutouts in playoff hockey. He
is the greatest to ever play
the toughest position of any
professional sport, and for
this, the best athlete we’ve
seen in the last 20 years.
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Around the Conference

BASEBALL SCORES
3/30

Stony Brook
UMass Lowell
Stony Brook
UMass Lowell
3/31 G. Washington
UMBC
Hartford
Holy Cross
4/1
Rhode Island
UMass Lowell
Yale
Hartford

2

11

4/4

UMBC
St. Peter’s
UMBC
St. Peter’s
UMBC
St. Peter’s
4/5 Albany
Hartford

1
3
6
6
4
1
3

CONFERENCE STANDINGS

6

1

6

2

5

3

7

4

6

5

3

6

4

7

AE RECORD

OVERALL

4-1

9-14

6-2

12-11

4-2

13-10

1-2

5-9

1-2

5-13

1-4

9-17

1-5

4-12

Hartford
Stony Brook
UMBC
Albany
UMass Lowell
Maine
Binghamton

4/1

Stony Brook
Columbia
UMBC
G. Washington
UMass Lowell
Bryant
Stony Brook
Columbia
Stony Brook
Rutgers
Albany
UConn

GAMES

Monday, April 6
Softball
at Albany
11 a.m.
Tuesday, Apr. 7
Baseball
vs. Thomas
5 p.m.

8

Saturday, Apr. 11

1

Men’s Track and Field
vs. Wildcat Invitational
11 a.m.

2
5

Women’s Track and Field
vs. Wildcat Invitational
11 a.m.

SOFTBALL SCORES
3/31

UPCOMING

8

Stony Brook
0
Rutgers
3 4/2 Siena
6
Hartford
10
Siena
9
Hartford
8 4/3 UMass Lowell
0
UMBC
0
UMass Lowell
1
UMBC
2
UMass Lowell
1
UMBC

0
1
9
2
8
6
3
13
1
5

CONFERENCE STANDINGS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

AE RECORD

OVERALL

6-0

16-12

1-0

12-13

2-1

13-11

1-2

10-11

0-1

13-8

0-3

10-17

0-3

2-23

UMBC
Maine
Stony Brook
Binghamton
Albany
UMass Lowell
Hartford

Softball
at UMass Lowell
12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Baseball
at UMass Lowell
12 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 12
Softball
at UMass Lowell
11 a.m.
Baseball
at UMass Lowell
1 p.m.

2
10

AROUND THE
CONFERENCE
Monday, April 6
Baseball

Athlete Of The Week

Binghamton vs. UMass
Lowell
9:30 a.m.

Alexis Bogdonavich Pitcher, Softball
Fourth-year food science and nutrition major
Alexis Bogdonavich led the Black
Bears to a 2-0 victory over the University at Albany
Sunday afternoon.
Bogdonavich threw
a complete game
two-hitter, striking
out 10 batters and
surrendering
just
two hits to cap-

ture UMaine’s first
America East Conference victory of
the year. She leads
the conference with
a 1.57 earned run
average, nearly a
full point less than
the second place
pitcher. She is 7-3
on the season and
leads the league

with strikeouts at 81
k’s. Bogdonavich
had a breakout 2014
campaign, compiling a 2.96 ERA and
was a Maine Scholar-Athlete Bronze
Medalist. Her sister,
second-year
Erin Bogdonavich,
also pitches for
Maine.

Albany vs. Hartford
12 p.m.
Binghamton vs. UMass
Lowell
12 p.m.
Albany vs. Hartford
3 p.m.
Tuesday, April 7
Softball
Hartford vs. Binghamton
2 p.m.
Albany vs. Bryant
3 p.m.
Hartford vs. Binghamton
4 p.m.
UMass Lowell vs. BU
4 p.m.

THE BIG TIME
The University of Wisconsin beat the University of
Kentucky Wildcats, ending
Kentucky’s perfect season
and advancing to the National Championship.

Duke University took down
Michigan State University
by 20 points, moving on to
the National Championship.

Sacred Heart vs. Stony
Brook
5 p.m.

Highlights from last week’s professional action
Winnipeg Jets player Dustin
Byfuglien was suspended
four games for a crosscheck
to the hed of New York Ragners center J.T. Miller.

Indiana Pacers forward
Paul George returned to the
court after a serious injury
in the offseason, scoring 13
points as the Pacers took
down the Miami heat Sunday.\

The University of Notre
Dame women’s basketball
team advanced to the national title game where they
will meet either the University of Maryland or the University of Connecticut.

Albany vs. Bryant
5 p.m.
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NHL

from B2
sion Seed)
The Islanders have had
a very successful season,
and they will meet a tough
opponent in the first round
in the Washington Capitals.
The Caps have flown under the radar as one of the
best teams in the East, and
will look to put up a fight
after missing the playoffs
last season. NYI struggles
to win just four games in
the month of March, and
look to finish strong on the
shoulders of their top scorer
and points leader, John Tavares.
The Capitals should always be in contention with
a man like Alex Ovechkin
on the squad. The Great
Eight leads the team in
goals with 52, he will be a
tough man to stop. Braden
Holtby has been pretty good
for the Caps in net this sea-
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son, and will be tested by a
solid Islander offense in the
first round. But Washington
has proven they can beat
up on good teams, recently
taking down the conference
leading Rangers 5-2.
Western Conference
Nashville Predators v.
Minnesota Wild (Division
Winner v. 1st Wild Card)
The Predators have held
on to their top spot in their
division for quite some
time now, not letting an
injury to their top goaltender keep them from slipping in the standings. With
Pekka Rinne playing top
notch hockey, the Predators can ride him into the
later rounds. Their offense
has also been productive, as
points leader Mike Ribero
keeps Nashville dangerous.
The Wild have been lagging behind the rest of the
Western Conference but
since Jan. 15 have been on
a 26-6-2 run. That kind of
momentum is hard to stop,

especially when you have
a goalie in Devan Dubnyk
posting a 1.74 goals against
average. The Wild also have
the no. 1 penalty kill in the
NHL, which will prove to
be helpful in the playoffs
when every chance could
mean the difference in the
game.
St. Louis Blues v. Chicago Blackhawks (2nd Division Seed v. 3rd Division
Seed)
Fans of hockey will be
salivating over this series.
Only one point separates
two of the best teams in the
league that will go head to
head in the first round in the
top matchup of the Western
Conference. The Blues have
been a well put together
team all year, led offensively by Vladimir Tarasenko
and backed by a solid goaltender in Brian Elliott.
The Blackhawks can
never be counted out in the
playoffs, after winning the
Stanley Cup in 2010 and

2013, and were one game
away from making another
appearance last season. Jonathan Towes continues to
impress and lead the Hawk’s
potent offense, along with
Patrick Kane and the many
names of the other talented players on this team.
In net, two time champion
Corey Crawford has plenty
of playoff experience and
knows how to win.
Anaheim Ducks v. Los
Angeles Kings (Conference Winner v. 2nd Wild
Card)
This series features
the Western Conference
champs versus the defending Stanley Cup Champions. The Ducks put together
another strong year, and will
look to use their favorable
seeding to advance further
than the second round. The
Ducks were defeated in the
conference semifinals by
the Kings last year, and this
would be the perfect time to
exact revenge. Ryan Getzlaf

and Corey Perry lead the offense that is close to clinching the President’s Trophy
after entering the final week
of play with a league leading 107 points.
The Kings’ return to the
playoffs is not what they
hoped it would be after a
Stanley Cup win last year.
Jonathan Quick has not
been the lights-out goalie he
has been in the last few seasons, but he is still capable
in putting together a playoff
run. The Kings are fourth in
the league in goals against,
so their defense will have to
hold if they are looking to
make another run at the cup.
Vancouver Canucks v.
Calgary Flames (2nd Division Seed v. 3rd Division
Seed)
The Canucks are clinging onto a playoff spot in
the division while the tight
race in the West continues.
The Canucks have not made
the playoffs since the 201213 season where they lost to

the San Jose Sharks in the
first round. The Sedin twins
continue to impress and
Daniel is the leader in points
and assists for this Vancouver squad. Ryan Miller has
been the man between the
pipes for the Canucks, but
judging by his experiences
with Buffalo, he is far from
perfect. With a solid defense
and a top 10 scoring offense
in front of him, the Canucks
might make it out of the first
few rounds.
The Flames have not
been a relevant playoff team
since the 2008-09 season
where they were disposed
of in the first round by Chicago. Calgary has gotten a
breath of fresh air coming
from young players like
Johnny Gaudreau who has
been lighting up the scoreboard. This team does not
have that many big names,
but they have notched a few
big wins recently including
a 5-2 win over Nashville in
March.

Psst! You! Yeah, you: the ambitious
young writer looking for valuable
on-campus work experience while still
in school! A lot of The Maine
Campus staff is graduating, so many
positions will be open soon, including
Editor in Chief, News Editor, Culture
Editor, Opinion Editor, Sports Editor
and Asst. Business Manager. Want in?
Send current Editor in
Chief (for now) Derrick
Rossignol an email at
eic@mainecampus.com.
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